WORTH COUNTY
ORDINANCE NO. 25-03
EFFECTIVE March 12, 2003
AN ORDINANCE REGULATING MOTOR VEHICLES

BE IT ENACTED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF WORTH COUNTY, IOWA:

Purpose: It is the purpose and intent of the Board of Supervisors to regulate the operation, control, use ‘
and equipment regarding motor vehicles in Worth County, Iowa.

SHORT TITLE & DEFINITIONS

25.321.01 Short Title. This ordinanée shall be known and rhay be cited and referred to as the “Worth
County Motor Vehicle Ordinance” to the same effect as if full title was stated.

25.321.02 Regulation of Worth County Motor Vehicle Ordinance defined. This ordinance by
reference hereby incorporates the following Iowa Code Sections: :

Chapter 17A
Chapter 123
Chapter 147A
Chapter 148
Chapter 150
Chapter 150A
Chapter 262
Chapter 321
Chapter 322
Chapter 322B
Chapter 322C
Chapter 352
Chapter 357B
Chapter 435
Chapter 461A
Chapter 555B
Chapter 570
Chapter 577
Chapter 579
Chapter 809
Chapter 809A

25.321.03 to 25.321.16 reserved.

25.321.17 Violations of registration provisions.

It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or move or for an owner knowingly to permit to be driven
or moved upon the highway a vehicle of a type required to be registered under this chapter which is
not registered, or for which the appropriate fee has not been paid, except as provided in Iowa Code



section 321.109, subsection 3.
25.321.18 to 25.321.24 reserved.

25.321.25 Application for registration and title—cards attached,

vehicle may be operated upon the highways of this state without registration plates fora period of
thirty days after the date of delivery of the vehicle to the purchaser from a dealer if a card bearing the
words "registration applied for" is attached on the rear of the vehicle. The card shall have plainly

charge. Only cards furnished by the department shall be used. Only one card shall be issued in
accordance with this subsection for each vehicle purchased.

25.321.26 to 25.321.31 reserved.,
25.321.32 Registration card carried and exhibited.
A vehicle's registration card shall at all times be carried in the vehicle to which it refers and shall be

shown to any peace officer upon the officer’s request

25.321.33 reserved.



department shall adopt rules providing for the assignment of registration plates to the transferee ofa
vehicle for which a credit is allowed under section 321.46, subsection 6.

2. Validation stickers. In lieu of issuing new registration plates each registration year for a vehicle
renewing registration, the department may reassign the registration plates previously issued to the
vehicle and may adopt and prescribe an annual validation sticker indicating payment of registration
fees. The department shall issue one validation sticker for each set of registration plates. The sticker
shall specify the month and year of expiration of the registration plates. The sticker shall be
displayed only on the rear registration plate, except that the sticker shall be displayed on the front -
registration plate of a truck-tractor. '
The state department of transportation shall adopt rules to provide for the placement of the motor
vehicle registration validation sticker.

~ 25.321.35 t025.321.36 reserved.

25.321.37 Display of plates.

Registration plates issued for a motor vehxcle other than a motorcycle, motorized bicycle or a truck
tractor shall be attached to the motor vehicle, one in the front and the other in the rear. The
registration plate issued for a motorcycle or other vehicle required to be registered hereunder shall be
attached to the rear of the vehicle. The registration plate issued for a truck tractor shall be attached to
the front of the truck tractor. The special plate issued to a dealer shall be attached on the rear of the
vehicle when operated on the highways of this state.

Registration plates issued for a motor vehicle which is model year 1948 or older, and reconstructed
or specially constructed vehicles built to resemble a model year 1948 vehicle or older, other than a
truck registered for more than five tons, motorcycle, or truck tractor, may display one registration
plate on the rear of the vehicle if the other registration plate issued to the vehicle is carried in the
vehicle at all times when the vehicle is operated on a public highway.

It is unlawful for the owner of a vehicle to place any frame around or over the registration plate
which does-not permit full view of all numerals and letters printed on the registration plate.

25.321.38 Plates, method of attaching—imitations prohibited.

Every registration plate shall at all times be securely fastened in a horizontal position to the vehicle
for which it is issued so as to prevent the plate from swinging and at a height of not less than twelve
inches from the ground, measuring from the bottom of the plate, in a place and position to be clearly
visible and shall be maintained free from foreign materials and in a condition to be clearly legible.
An imitation plate or plates imitating or purporting to imitate the official registration plate of any
other state or territory of the United States or of any foreign government shall not be fastened to the
vehicle.

25.321.39 to 25.321.40 reserved.

25.321.41 Change of address or name or fuel type.

Whenever any person after making application for or obtaining the registration of a vehicle shall
move from the address named in the application or shown upon a registration card such person shall
within ten days thereafter notify the county treasurer of the county in which the registration of said
vehicle is of record, in writing of the person's old and new addresses.



25.321.42 to 25.321.44 reserved.,
TRANSFERS OF TITLE OR INTEREST

25.321.45 Title must be transferred with vehicle.

1. No manufacturer, importer, dealer or other person shall sell or otherwise dispose of anew vehicle
subject to registration under the provisions of this chapter to a dealer to be used by such dealer for
purposes of display and lease or resale without delivering to such dealer a manufacturer's or

Completed motor vehicles, other than class "B" motor homes, which are converted, modified or
altered shall retain the identity and model year of the original manufacturer of the vehicle. Motor
homes and all other motor vehicles manufactured from chassis or incomplete motor vehicles
manufactured by another may have the identity and model year assigned by the final manufacturer.

a. The perfection of a lien or security interest by notation on the certificate of title as provided in
section 321.50, or ~



b. The perfection of a security interest in new or used vehicles held as inventory for sale as provided
in Uniform Commercial Code, chapter 554, Article 9, or

c. A dispute between a buyer and the selling dealer who has failed to deliver or procure the
certificate of title as promised, or

d. Except for the purposes of section 321.493. Except in the above enumerated cases, no court in
any case at Jaw or equity shall recognize the right, title, claim or interest of any person in or to any
vehicle subject to registration sold or disposed of, or mortgaged or encumbered, unless evidenced by
a certificate of title or manufacturer's or importer's certificate duly issued or assigned in accordance -
with the provisions of this chapter.

3. .Upon the transfer of any registered vehicle, the owner, except as otherwise provided in this
chapter, shall endorse an assignment and warranty of title upon the certificate of title for such vehicle
with a statement of all liens and encumbrances thereon, and the owner shall deliver the certificate of
title to the purchaser or transferee at the time of delivering the vehicle except as otherwise provided
in this chapter. The owner shall indicate to the transferee the name of the county in which the
vehicle was last registered and the registration expiration date.

4. A mobile home dealer, as defined in section 322B.2, shall within fifteen days of acquiring a used
mobile or manufactured home, titled in Iowa, apply for and obtain from the county treasurer of the
dealer’s county of residence a new certificate of title for the mobile or manufactured home.

25.321.46 New title and registration upon transfer of ownership—credit.

1. -The transferee shall within fifteen calendar days after purchase or transfer apply for and obtain
from the county treasurer of the person's residence, or if a nonresident, the county treasurer of the
county where the primary users of the vehicle are located or the county where all other vehicles
owned by the nonresident are registered, a new registration and a new certificate of title for the
vehicle except as provided in section 321.25 or 321.48. The transferee shall present with the
application the certificate of title endorsed and assigned by the previous owner and shall indicate the
name of the county in which the vehicle was last registered and the registration expiration date. The
transferee shall be required to list a driver's license number.

2. Upon filing the application for a new registration and a new title, the applicant shall pay a title fee
of ten dollars and a registration fee prorated for the remaining unexpired months of the registration
year. However, no title fee shall be charged to a mobile home dealer applying for a certificate of title
for a used mobile home, titled in Iowa, as required under section 321.45, subsection 4. The county
treasurer, if satisfied of the genuineness and regularity of the application, and in the case of a mobile
home, that taxes are not owing under chapter 435, and that applicant has complied with all the
requirements of this chapter, shall issue a new certificate of title and, except for a mobile home, a
registration card to the purchaser or transferee, shall cancel the prior registration for the vehicle, and
shall forward the necessary copies to the department on the date of issuance, as prescribed in section
321.24. Mobile homes titled under chapter 448 that have been subject under section 446.18 to a
public bidder sale in a county, shall be titled in the county's name, with no fee and the county
treasurer shall issue the title.

3. The applicant shall be entitled to a credit for that portion of the registration fee of the vehicle sold,
traded, or junked which had not expired prior to the transfer of ownership of the vehicle. The
registration fee for the new registration for the vehicle acquired shall be reduced by the amount of the
credit. The credit shall be computed on the basis of the number of months remaining in the
registration year, rounded to the nearest whole dollar. The credit shall be subject to the following



limitations:

a. The credit shall be claimed within thirty days from the date the vehicle for which creditis granted
was sold, transferred, or junked. After thirty days, all credits shall be disallowed.

b. Any credit granted to the owner of a vehicle which has been sold, traded, or junked may only be
claimed by that person toward the registration fee for another vehicle purchased and the credit may
not be sold, transferred, or assigned to any other person. '

c. When the amount of the credit is computed to be an amount of less than ten dollars, a credit shall
be disallowed.

d. To claim a credit for the unexpired registration fee on a junked vehicle, the county treasurer shall
disallow any claim for credit unless the owner presents a junking certificate or other evidence as
required by the department to the county treasurer.

e. A credit shall not be allowed to any person who has made claim to receive a refund under section
321.126.

f. The credit shall only be allowed if the owner provides the copy of the registration receipt to the
county treasurer. '

g Ifthe credit allowed exceeds the amount of the registration fee for the vehicle acquired, the owner
may claim a refund under section 321.126, subsection 6, for the balance of the credit.

h. The credit shall be computed on the unexpired number of months computed from the date of
purchase of the vehicle acquired. ' '

4. If the registration fee upon application is delinquent, the applicant shall be required to pay the
delinquent fee from the first day the registration fee was due prorated to the month of application for
new title.

5. The seller or transferor may file an affidavit on forms prescribed and provided by the department
with the county treasurer of the county where the vehicle is registered certifying the sale or transfer
of ownership of the vehicle and the assignment and delivery of the certificate of title for the vehicle.
Upon receipt of the affidavit the county treasurer shall file the affidavit with the copy of the
registration receipt for the vehicle on file in the treasurer’s office and on that day the treasurer shall
forward copies of the affidavit to the department and to the county treasurer of the county of
residence of the purchaser or transferee. Upon filing the affidavit it shall be presumed that the seller
or transferor has assigned and delivered the certificate of title for the vehicle.

6. An applicant for a new registration for a vehicle transferred to the applicant by a spouse, parent or
child of the applicant, or by operation of law upon inheritance, devise or bequest, from the
applicant's spouse, parent or child, or by a former Spouse pursuant to a decree of dissolution of
marriage, is entitled to a credit to be applied to the registration fee for the transferred vehicle. A
credit shall not be allowed unless the vehicle to which the credit applies is registered within the time
specified under subsection 1. The credit shall be computed on the basis of the number of unexpired
months remaining in the registration year of the former owner computed from the date the vehicle
was transferred, computed to the nearest whole dollar. The credit may exceed the amount of the
registration fee for the transferred vehicle. When the amount of the credit is computed to be an
amount of less than ten dollars, the credit shall be disallowed. The credit shall not be sold,
transferred, or assigned to any other person.

7. Ifamotor vehicle is leased and the lessee purchases the vehicle upon termination of the lease, the
lessor shall, upon claim by the lessee with the lessor within fifteen days of the purchase, assign the
registration fee credit and registration plates for the leased motor vehicle to the lessee. Credit shall
be applied as provided in subsection 3.



25.321.47 Transfers by operation of law.

If ownership of a vehicle is transferred by operation of law upon inheritance, devise or bequest,
dissolution decree, order in bankruptcy, insolvency, replevin, foreclosure or execution sale,
abandoned vehicle sale, or when the engine of a motor vehicle is replaced by another engine, or a
vehicle is sold or transferred to satisfy an artisan's lien as provided in chapter 577, a landlord's lien as
provided in chapter 570, a storage lien as provided in chapter 579, a judgment in an action for
abandonment of a mobile home as provided in chapter 555B, or repossession is had upon default in
performance of the terms of a security agreement, the county treasurer in the transferee's county of -
residence, upon the surrender of the prior certificate of title or the manufacturer's or importer's
certificate, or when that is not possible, upon presentation of satisfactory proof to the county
treasurer of ownership and right of possession to the vehicle and upon payment of a fee of ten dollars
and the presentation of an application for registration and certificate of title, may issue to the
applicant a registration card for the vehicle and a certificate of title to the vehicle. A person entitled
to ownership of a vehicle under a decree of dissolution shall surrender a certified copy of the
dissolution and upon fulfilling the other requirements of this chapter is entitled to a certificate of title
and registration receipt issued in the person's name.

The persons entitled under the laws of descent and distribution of an intestate's property to the .
possession and ownership of a vehicle owned in whole or in part by a decedent, upon filing an
affidavit stating the name and date of death of the decedent, the right to possession and ownership of
the persons filing the affidavit, and that there has been no administration of the decedent's estate,
which instrument shall also contain an agreement to indemnify creditors of the decedent who would
be entitled to levy execution upon the motor vehicle to the extent of the value of the motor vehicle,
are entitled upon fulfilling the other requirements of this chapter, to the issuance of a registration
card for the interest of the decedent in the vehicle and a certificate of title to it. If a decedent dies
testate, and either the will is not probated or is admitted to probate without administration, the
persons entitled to the possession and ownership of a vehicle owned in whole or in part by the
decedent may file an affidavit, and upon fulfilling the other requirements of this chapter, are entitled
to the issuance of a registration card for the interest of the decedent in the vehicle and a certificate of
title to the vehicle. The affidavit shall contain the same information and indemnity agreement as is
required in cases of intestacy pursuant to this section. No requirement of chapter 450 or 451 shall be
considered satisfied by the filing of the affidavit provided for in this section. If, from the records in
the office of the county treasurer, there appear to be any liens on the vehicle, the certificate of title
shall contain a statement of the liens unless the application is accompanied by proper evidence of
their satisfaction or extinction. Evidence of extinction may consist of, but is not limited to, an
affidavit of the applicant stating that a security interest was foreclosed as provided in chapter 554,
article 9, part S.

Whenever ownership of a vehicle is transferred under the provisions of this section the registration
plates shall be removed and forwarded to the county treasurer of the county where the vehicle is
registered or to the department if the vehicle is owned by a nonresident. Upon transfer the vehicle
shall not be operated upon the highways of this state until the person entitled to possession of the
vehicle applies for and obtains registration for the vehicle.

25.321.48 Vehicles acquired for resale.
1. When the transferee of a vehicle is a dealer who holds the vehicle for resale and operates the
vehicle only for purposes incident to a resale and displays a dealer plate on the vehicle or does not



drive such vehicle or permit it to be driven upon the highways, such transferee shall not be required
to obtain a new registration or a new certificate of title but upon transferring title or interest to
another person shall execute and acknowledge an assignment and warranty of title upon the
certificate of title assigned to the person and deliver the same to the person to whom such transfer is

provisions of section 321.104, subsection 2 shall not apply. N ,
2. A foreign registered vehicle purchased or otherwise acquired by a dealer for the purpose of resale
shall be issued a certificate of title for thevehicle by the county treasurer of the dealer's residence

for certificate of title shall be made within fifteen days after the vehicle comes within the border of

" the state. However, a dealer acquiring a vehicle registered in another state which permits Jowa

assignment upon the certificate of title for the vehicle to the person to whom the transfer is made and
deliver the assigned certificate of title to the person.

3. Ina transaction in which a vehicle is traded to a dealer as defined in chapter 322 or chapter 322C
toward the purchase price of another vehicle and each vehicle is owned in whole or in part by the
Same person, the person acquiring the vehicle from the dealer shall be entitled to a credit under
section 321.46.

4. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a dealer from obtaining a new certificate of

title or new registration in the same manner as other purchasers.

25.321.49 to 25.321.51 reserved.

cance] the records and shall destroy the registration plates and forward the registration card to the
department. The department shall make a notation on the records of the out-of-state sale, and, aftera
reasonable period, may destroy the files to that particular vehicle. The department is not authorized
to make a refund of license fees on a vehicle sold out of state unless it receives the registration card
completed as provided in this section.

2. The purchaser or transferee of a motor vehicle for which a certificate of title is issued which is
sold for scrap or junk shall surrender the certificate of title, properly endorsed and signed by the
previous owner, to the county treasurer of the county of residence of the transferee, and shall apply
for a junking certificate from the county treasurer, within fifteen days after assignment of the



certificate of title. The county treasurer shall issue to such person without fee a junking certificate.
A junking certificate shall authorize the holder to possess, transport or transfer by endorsement the
ownership of the junked vehicle. A certificate of title shall not again be issued for the vehicle
subsequent to the issuance of a junking certificate except as provided in subsection 3. The county
treasurer shall cancel the record of the vehicle. The junking certificate shall be printed on the
registration receipt form and shall be imprinted with the words "junking certificate”, as prescribed by
the department. A space for transfer by endorsement shall be on the reverse side of the junking
certificate. A separate form for the notation of the transfer of component parts shall be attached to
the junking certificate when the certificate is issued. ‘
3. When a vehicle for which a certificate of title is issued is junked or dismantled by the owner, the
owner shall detach the registration plates and surrender the plates to the county treasurer, unless the
plates are properly assigned to another vehicle. The owner shall also surrender the certificate of title
to the county treasurer. Upon surrendering the certificate of title and application for junking
certificate, the county treasurer shall issue to the person, without fee, a junking certificate, which
shall authorize the holder to possess, transport or transfer ownership of the junked vehicle by
endorsement of the junking certificate. The county treasurer shall hold the surrendered certificate of
title, registration receipt, application for junking certificate, and, if applicable, the registration plates
for a period of fourteen days following the issuance of a junking certificate under this subsection.
Within the fourteen-day period the person who was issued the junking certificate and to whom the
vehicle was titled or assigned may surrender to the county treasurer the j unking certificate, and upon
the person's payment of appropriate fees and taxes and payment of any credit for registration fees
received by the person for the vehicle under section 321.46, subsection 3, the county treasurer shall
issue to the person a certificate of title for the vehicle. After the expiration of the fourteen-day
period, a county treasurer shall not issue a certificate of title for a junked vehicle for which a junking
certificate is issued. The county treasurer shall cancel the record of the vehicle and forward the
certificate of title to the department.
However, upon application the department upon a showing of good cause may issue a certificate of
title after the fourteen-day period for a junked vehicle for which a junking certificate hasbeenissued.
For purposes of this subsection, "good cause" means that the junking certificate was obtained by
mistake or inadvertence. If a person's application to the department is denied, the person may make
application for a certificate of title under the bonding procedure as provided in section 321.24, if the
vehicle qualifies as an antique vehicle under section 321.115, subsection 1, or the person may seek
judicial review as provided under sections 17A.19 and 17A.20.
4. a. A vehicle rebuilder or a person engaged in the business of buying, selling, or exchanging
vehicles of a type required to be registered in this state, upon acquisition of a wrecked or salvage
vehicle, shall surrender the certificate of title or manufacturer's or importer's statement of origin
properly assigned, together with an application for a salvage certificate of title to the county treasurer
of the county of residence of the purchaser or transferee within fifteen days after the date of
assignment of the certificate of title for the wrecked or salvage motor vehicle. This subsection
applies only to vehicles with a fair market value of five hundred dollars or more, based on the value
before the vehicle became wrecked or salvage. Upon payment of a fee of two dollars, the county
treasurer shall issue a salvage certificate of title which shall bear the word "SALVAGE" stamped or
printed on the face of the title in a manner prescribed by the department. A salvage certificate oftitle
may be assigned to an educational institution, a new motor vehicle dealer licensed under chapter 322,
a person engaged in the business of purchasing bodies, parts of bodies, frames or component parts of



vehicles for sale as scrap metal, a salvage pool, or an authorized vehicle recycler licensed under
chapter 321H. An authorized vehicle recycler licensed under chapter 321H or a new motor vehicle
dealer licensed under chapter 322 may assign a salvage certificate of title to any person. A vehicle
on which ownership has transferred to an insurer of the vehicle, as a result of a settiement with the
owner of the vehicle arising out of damage to, or unrecovered theft of the vehicle, shall be deemed to
be a wrecked or salvage vehicle and the insurer shall comply with this subsection to obtain a salvage
certificate of title within fifteen days after the date of assignment of the certificate of title of the
vehicle.
b. When a wrecked or salvage vehicle has been repaired, the owner may apply for a regular
certificate of title by paying the appropriate fees and surrendering the salvage certificate of title and a
properly executed salvage theft examination certificate. The county treasurer shall issue a regular
certificate of title which shall bear a designation stamped or printed on the face of the title and
stamped and printed on the registration receipt indicating that the vehicle was previously titled on a
salvage certificate of title in a form approved by the department. This designation shall be included
on every Iowa certificate of title and registration receipt issued thereafter for the vehicle. The
stamped designation shall be in black and shall be in letters no bigger than sixteen point type and
located on the center of the right side of the registration receipt. However, if ownership of a stolen
vehicle has been transferred to an insurer organized under the laws of this state or admitted to do
business in this state, or if the transfer was the result of a settlement with the owner of the vehicle
arising from damage to or the unrecovered theft of the vehicle, and if-the insurer certifies to the
county treasurer on a form approved by the department that the insurance company has received one
or more written estimates which state that the retail cost of repairs including labor, parts, and other
materials of all damage to the vehicle is less than three thousand dollars, the county treasurer shall
issue to the insurance company the regular certificate of title and registration receipt without this
designation.
c. A salvage theft examination shall be made by a peace officer who has been specially certified and
recertified when required by the Towa law enforcement academy to do salvage theft examinations.
The Jowa law enforcement academy shall determine standards for training and certification, conduct
training, and may approve alternative training programs which satisfy the academy's standards for
training and certification. The owner of the salvage vehicle shall make the vehicle available for
examination at a time and location designated by the peace officer doing the examination. The
owner may obtain a permit to drive the vehicle to and from the examination location by submitting a
repair affidavit to the agency performing the examination stating that the vehicle is reasonably safe
for operation and listing the repairs which have been made to the vehicle. The owner must be
present for the examination and have available for inspection the salvage title, bills of sale for all
essential parts changed, and the repair affidavit. The examination shall be for the purposes of
determining whether the vehicle or repair components have been stolen. The examination is not a
safety inspection and a signed salvage theft examination certificate shall not be construed by any
court of law to be a certification that the vehicle is safe to be operated. There shall be no cause of
action against the peace officer or the agency conducting the examination or the county treasurer for
failure to discover or note safety defects. If the vehicle passes the theft examination, the peace
officer shall indicate that the vehicle passed examination on the salvage theft examination certificate.
The permit and salvage theft examination certificate shall be on controlled forms prescribed and
furnished by the department. The owner shall pay a fee of thirty dollars upon completion of the
examination. The agency performing the examinations shall retain twenty dollars of the fee and shall



pay five dollars of the fee to the department and five dollars of the fee to the treasurer of state for
deposit in the general fund of the state. Moneys deposited to the general fund under this paragraph
are subject to the requirements of section 8.60 and shall be used by the Iowa law enforcement
academy to provide for the special training, certification, and recertification of officers as required by
this subsection.

The state department of transportation shall adopt rules in accordance with chapter 17A to carry out
this section.

d. For purposes of this subsection a "wrecked or salvage vehicle" means a damaged motor vehicle
subject to registration and having a gross vehicle weight rating of less than thirty thousand pounds, -
for which the cost of repair exceeds fifty percent of the fair market value of the vehicle, as
determined in accordance with rules adopted by the department, before it became damaged.

25.321.53 reserved.

25.321.54 Registration and financial liability coverage required of certain nonresident
carriers.

Nonresident owners of foreign vehicles operated within this state for the intrastate transportation of
persons or property for compensation or for the intrastate transportation of merchandise shall register
and maintain financial liability coverage as required under section 321.20B for each vehicle and pay
the same fees required for like vehicles owned by residents of this state.

The term intrastate transportation as used herein shall mean the transportation for compensation of
persons or property originating at any point or place in the state of Iowa and destined to any other
point or place in said state irrespective of the route or highway or highways traversed, including the
crossing of any state line of the state of Iowa, or the tlcket or bill of lading issued and used for such
transportation.

25.321.55 Registration and financial liability coverage required for certain vehicles owned or
operated by nonresidents.

A nonresident owner or operator engaged in remunerative employment within the state or carrying
on business within the state and owning or operating a motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer within the
state shall register and maintain financial liability coverage as required under section 321.20B for
each vehicle and pay the same fees for registration as are paid for like vehicles owned by residents of
this state. However, this paragraph does not apply to a person commuting from the person's
residence in another state or whose employment is seasonal or temporary, not exceeding ninety days.
A nonresident owner of a motor vehicle operated within the state by a resident of the state shall
register the vehicle and shall maintain financial liability coverage as required under section 321.20B
for the vehicle. The nonresident owner shall pay the same fees for registration as are paid for like
vehicles owned by residents of this state. However, registration under this paragraph is not required
for vehicles being operated by residents temporarily, not exceeding ninety days. It is unlawful for a
resident to operate within the state an unregistered motor vehicle required to be registered under this

paragraph.
25.321.56 reserved.

SPECIAL PLATES TO MANUFACTURERS, TRANSPORTERS, AND DEALERS



25.321.57 Operation under special plates.

A dealer owning any vehicle of a type otherwise required to be registered under this chapter may
operate or move the vehicle upon the highways solely for purposes of transporting, testing,
demonstrating, or selling the vehicle without registering the vehicle, upon condition that the vehicle
display in the manner prescribed in sections 321.37 and 321.38 a special plate issued to the owner as
provided in sections 321.58 to 321.62. Additionally, a new car dealer or a used car dealer may

In addition, while a service customer is having the customer's own vehicle serviced or repaired by the
dealer, the service customer of the dealer may operate upon the highways a motor vehicle owned by
the dealer, except a motor truck or truck tractor, upon which there is displayed a special plate issued
to the dealer, provided all of the requirements of this section are complied with.

Also a transporter may operate or move any vehicle of like type upon the highways solely for the
purpose of delivery upon likewise displaying thereon like Plates issued to the transporter as provided
in these sections.

The provisions of this section and sections 321.58 to 321.62, shall not apply to any vehicles offered
for hire, work or service vehicles owned by a transporter or dealer.

Mobile home dealers licensed under chapter 322B may transport and deliver mobile homes in their
inventory upon the highways of this state with a special plate displayed on the mobile home as
provided in sections 321.58 to 321.62.

A dealer licensed as a wholesaler for a new motor vehicle model under chapter 322 may operate a
new motor vehicle of that model, owned by the wholesaler, upon the highway when there is
displayed on the vehicle a special plate issued to the wholesaler as provided in sections 321.58
through 321.62 and when operated solely for the purposes of demonstration, show, or exhibition.

25.321.58 t0 25.321.61 reserved.

25.321.62 Records required.

Every transporter or dealer shall keep a written record of the vehicles upon which such special plates
are used, which record shall be open to inspection by any police officer or any officer or employee of
the department,

25.321.63 to 25.321.66 reserved.
USED MOTOR VEHICLES

25.321.67 Certificate of title must be executed.

1. No person, except as provided in sections 321.23 and 321.45 shall sell or otherwise dispose of a
registered vehicle or a vehicle subject to registration without delivering to the purchaser or transferee
thereof a certificate of title with such assignment thereon as may be necessary to show title in the
purchaser.

2. No person shall purchase or otherwise acquire or bring into this state a registered vehicle or a



vehicle subject to registration without obtaining a certificate of title thereto except for temporary use
or as provided in sections 321.23 and 321.45.

25.321.68 to 25.321.90 reserved.

25.321.91 Limitation on liability—penalty for abandonment.

1. No person, firm, corporation, unit of government, garagekeeper or police authority upon whose
property an abandoned vehicle is found or who disposes of such abandoned vehicle in accordance
with sections 321.89 and 321.90 shall be liable for damages by reason of the removal, sale, or
disposal of such vehicle.

2. Any person who abandons a vehicle shall be guilty of a simple misdemeanor.

25.321.92 to 25.321.97 reserved.

25.321.98 Operation without registration.

No person shall operate, nor shall an owner knowingly permit to be operated upon any highway any
vehicle required to be registered and titled hereunder unless there shall be attached thereto and
displayed thereon when and as required by this chapter a valid registration card and registration plate
or plates issued therefor for the current registration year and unless a certificate of title has been
issued for such vehicle except as otherwise expressly permitted in this chapter. Any violation of this
section is a simple misdemeanor.

25.321.99 Fraudulent use of registration.

A person shall not knowingly lend to another a registration card, registration plate, special plate, or
permit issued to the person if the other person desiring to borrow the card, plate, or permit would not
be entitled to the use of it. A person shall not knowingly permit the use of a registration card,
registration plate, special plate, or permit issued to the person by one not entitled to it, nor shall a
person knowingly display upon a vehicle a registration card, registration plate, special plate, or
permit not issued for that vehicle under this chapter. A violation of this section is a simple
misdemeanor. '

25.321.100 to 25.321.103 reserved.

25.321.104 Penal offenses against title law.

It is a misdemeanor, punishable as provided in section 321.482 for any person to commit any of the
following acts:

1. To operate any motor vehicle upon the highways upon which the certificate of title has been
canceled, or while a certificate of registration of a motor vehicle is suspended or revoked.

2. For a dealer, or a person acting on behalf of a dealer to acquire, purchase, hold or display for sale
a motor vehicle without having obtained a manufacturer's or importer's certificate or a certificate of
title, or assignments thereof, unless otherwise provided in this chapter.

3. To fail to surrender a certificate of title, registration card, or registration plates upon cancellation,
suspension, or revocation of the certificate or registration by the department and notice as prescribed
in this chapter. '

4. To sell, offer for sale, or transfer a motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer, except as provided in



section 321.47 or 321.48, without obtaining a certificate of title in the name of the seller or transferor
or without delivering to the purchaser or transferee a certificate of title or a manufacturer's or
importer's certificate duly assigned to the purchaser or transferee as provided in this chapter.

5. To violate any of the other provisions of this chapter or any lawful rules adopted pursuant to this
chapter.

6. For a dealer to sell or transfer a mobile home without delivering to the purchaser or transferee a
certificate of title or a manufacturer's or importer's certificate properly assigned to the purchaser, or
- to transfer a mobile home without disclosing to the purchaser the owner of the mobile home ina
manner prescribed by the department pursuant to rules, or to fail to certify within seven days to the
proper county treasurer the information required under section 321.45, subsection 4, or to fail to
apply for and obtain a certificate of title for a used mobile home, titled in Iowa, acquired by the
dealer within fifteen days from the date of acquisition as required under section 321.45, subsection 4.

25.321.105 to 25.321.114 reserved.
REGISTRATION FEES

25.321.115 Antique vehicles—model year plates permitted.

1. A motor vehicle twenty-five years old or older, whose owner desires to use the motor vehicle
exclusively for exhibition or educational purposes at state or county fairs, or other places where the
motor vehicle may be exhibited for entertainment or educational purposes, shall be given a
registration for a registration fee of five dollars per annum permitting the driving of the motor
vehicle upon the public roads to and from state and county fairs or other places of entertainment or
education for exhibition or educational purposes and to and from service stations for the purpose of
receiving necessary maintenance.

2. The sale of a motor vehicle twenty years old or older which is primarily of value as a collector's
item and not as transportation is not subject to chapter 322 and any person may sell such a vehicle at
retail or wholesale without a license as required under chapter 322, :

3. The owner of a motor vehicle which is registered under subsection 1, may display a registration
plate from or representing the model year of the motor vehicle, furnished by the person, in lieu of a
current and valid Iowa registration plate issued to the vehicle, provided that any replaced current and
valid Jowa registration plate and the registration card issued to the vehicle are simultaneously carried
within the vehicle and are available for inspection to any peace officer upon the officer's request.
4. Truck tractors and semitrailers used in combination for exhibition and educational purposes as
described in subsection 1 may be registered, exhibited, and driven according to the provisions of
subsection 1. Subsection 3 shall not apply to vehicles registered in accordance with this subsection.

25.321.116 to 25.321.173 reserved.

DRIVER'S LICENSES

25.321.174 Operators licensed—operation of commercial motor vehicles.

1. A person, except those expressly exempted, shall not operate any motor vehicle upon a highway
in this state unless the person has a driver's license issued by the department valid for the vehicle's
operation, '



2. A person operating a commercial motor vehicle shall not have more than one driver's license. A
nonresident may operate a commercial motor vehicle in Iowa if the nonresident has been issued a
license by another state, 2 nonresident commercial driver's license, or a driver's license issued by a
foreign jurisdiction which the federal highway administration has determined to be issued in
conformity with the federal commercial driver testing and licensing standards, if the license,
commercial driver's license, or driver's license is valid for the vehicle operated. A person who
operates a commercial motor vehicle upon the highways of this state without having been issued a
driver's license valid for the vehicle operated commits a simple misdemeanor.

3. A licensee shall have the licensee's driver's license in immediate possession at all times when
operating a motor vehicle and shall display the same, upon demand of a judicial magistrate, district
associate judge, district judge, peace officer, or examiner of the department. However, a person
charged with violating this subsection shall not be convicted if the person produces in court, within a
reasonable time, a driver's license issued to that person and valid for the vehicle operated at the time
of the person's arrest or at the time the person was charged with a violation of this section.

Terminology changes applied

25.321.174A Operation of motor vehicle with expired license.
A person shall not operate a motor vehicle upon a highway in this state with an expired driver's
license. ’

25.321.175 to 32.321.179 reserved.

25.321.180 Instruction permits. -

1. a. A person who is at least eighteen years of age and who, except for the person's lack of
instruction in operating a motor vehicle, would be qualified to obtain a driver's license, shall, upon
meeting the requirements of section 321.186 other than a driving demonstration, and upon paying the
required fee, be issued an instruction permit by the department. Subject to the limitations in this
subsection, an instruction permit entitles the permittee, while having the permit in the permittee's
immediate possession, to operate a motor vehicle, other than a commercial motor vehicle or as a
chauffeur or a motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of sixteen thousand one or more
pounds, upon the highways for a period not to exceed two years from the licensee's birthday
anniversary in the year of issuance. If the applicant for an instruction permit holds a driver's license
issued in this state valid for the operation of a motorized bicycle or a motorcycle, the instruction
permit shall be valid for such operation without the need of an accompanying person.

A permittee shall not be penalized for failing to have the instruction permit in immediate possession
if the permittee produces in court, within a reasonable time, an instruction permit issued to the
permittee and valid at the time of the permittee's arrest or at the time the permittee was charged with
failure to have the permit in the permittee's immediate possession.

b. Except as otherwise provided, a permittee who is eighteen years of age or older must be
accompanied by a person issued a driver's license valid for the vehicle operated who is a member of
the permittee’s immediate family if the family member is at least twenty-one years of age, an
approved driver education instructor, a prospective driver education instructor who is enrolledin a
practitioner preparation program with a safety education program approved by the state board of
education, or a person at least twenty-five years of age, and who is actually occupying a seat beside






stayed and the stay shall remain in effect as long as the permit is valid.

2. a. A special instruction permit entitles the permittee, while having the permit in the permittee's
immediate possession, to operate a noncommercial motor vehicle upon the highways for a period of
six months from the date of issuance. However, the permittee must be accompanied by a person who
is at least twenty-one years of age, who has been issued a driver's license valid for the vehicle being
operated, and who is actually occupying a seat beside the permittee.

b. A-permittee shall not be penalized for failing to have the permit in immediate possession if the
permittee produces in court, within a reasonable time, the special instruction permit issued to the -
permittee which was valid at the time of the permittee's arrest.

3. The permittee may apply for a driver's license if thirty days have elapsed since issuance of the
special instruction permit. The department shall issue a driver's license if the permittee is qualified,
passes all required tests, including a driving test, and pays the required fees. If the person has not
obtained a driver's license before expiration of the person's special instruction permit, the person's
former denial or suspension under section 321.177, subsection 6 or 7, or section 321.210, subsection
1, paragraph "c", upon service of notice by the department, shall be reinstated. A permit shall be
reissued for one additional six-month period if a permittee continues to meet the qualifications of
subsection 1 and has incurred no motor vehicle violations.
90 Acts, ch 1230, § 27; 96 Acts, ch 1129, § 78; 98 Acts, ch 1073, §9

Terminology changes applied

25.321.180B Graduated driver's licenses for persons aged fourteen through seventeen.
Persons under age eighteen shall not be issued a license or permit to operate a motor vehicle except
under the provisions of this section. However, the department may issue restricted and special
driver's licenses to certain minors as provided in sections 321.178 and 321.194, and driver’s licenses
restricted to motorized bicycles as provided in section 321.189. A license or permit shall not be
issued under this section or section 321.178 or 321.194 without the consent of a parent or guardian.
An additional consent is required each time a license or permit is issued under this section or section
321.178 or 321.194. The consent must be signed by at least one parent or guardian on an affidavit
form provided by the department.

1. Instruction permit. The department may issue an instruction permit to an applicant between the
ages of fourteen and eighteen years if the applicant meets the requirements of sections 321.184 and
321.186, other than a driving demonstration, and pays the required fee. An instruction permit issued
under this section shall be valid for a period not to exceed two years from the licensee's birthday
anniversary in the year of issuance. A motorcycle instruction permit issued under this section is not
renewable. :

Subject to the limitations in this subsection, an instruction permit entitles the permittee, while having
the permit in the permittee's immediate possession, to operate a motor vehicle other than a
commercial motor vehicle or as a chauffeur or a motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of
sixteen thousand one or more pounds upon the highways.

Except as otherwise provided, a permittee who is less than eighteen years of age and who is
operating a motor vehicle must be accompanied by a person issued a driver's license valid for the
vehicle operated who is the parent or guardian of the permittee, member of the permittee's immediate
family if the family member is at least twenty-one years of age, an approved driver education
instructor, a prospective driver education instructor who is enrolled in a practitioner preparation
program with a safety education program approved by the state board of education, or a person at



least twenty-five years of age if written permission is granted by the parent or guardian, and who is
actually occupying a seat beside the driver. A permittee shall not operate a motor vehicle if the

the operation of a motorized bicycle or a motorcycle, the instruction permit shall be valid for such
operation without the requirement of an accompanying person.

However, if the permittee is operating a motorcycle in accordance with this section, the
accompanying person must be within audible and visual communications distance from the permittee
and be accompanying the permittee on or in a different motor vehicle. Only one permittee shall be

conviction free continuously for, the six-month period immediately preceding the application for an
intermediate license. An applicant for an intermediate license must meet the requirements of section
321.186, including satisfactory completion of driver education as required in section 321.178, and
payment of the required license fee before an intermediate license will beissued. A person issued an
intermediate license must limit the number of Passengers in the motor vehicle when the intermediate
licensee is operating the motor vehicle to the number of passenger safety belts.

Except as otherwise provided, a person issued an intermediate license under this subsection who is
operating a motor vehicle between the hours of twelve-thirty a.m. and five a.m. must be accompanied

twenty-one years of age, an approved driver education instructor, a prospective driver education
instructor who is enrolled in a practitioner preparation program with a safety education program
approved by the state board of education, or a person at least twenty-five years of age if written



improvement action or suspension of the permit or license. A person possessing an instruction
permit who has been convicted of a moving traffic violation or has been involved in an accident shall
not be issued an intermediate license until the person has completed the remedial driver
improvement action and has been accident and conviction free continuously for the six-month period
immediately preceding the application for the intermediate license. A person possessing an
intermediate license who has been convicted of a moving traffic violation or has been involved in an
accident shall not be issued a full driver's license until the person has completed the remedial driver
improvement action and has been accident and conviction free continuously for the twelve-month
period immediately preceding the application for a full driver's license. '

4, Full driver's license. A full driver's license may be issued to a person seventeen years of age who
possesses an intermediate license issued under subsection 2 for a minimum of twelve months, and
who presents an affidavit signed by a parent or guardian on a form to be provided by the department
that the intermediate licensee has accumulated a total of ten hours of street or highway driving of -
which two hours were conducted after sunset and before sunrise and the street or highway driving
was with the licensee's parent, guardian, instructor, a person certified by the department, or a person
at least twenty-five years of age who had written permission from a parent or guardian to accompany
the licensee, whose driving privileges have not been suspended, revoked, or barred under this chapter
or chapter 321J during, and who has been accident and conviction free continuously for, the
twelve-month period immediately preceding the application for a full driver's license, and who has
paid the required fee.

5. Class M license education requirements. A person under the age of eighteen applying for an
intermediate or full driver's license valid for the operation of a motorcycle shall be required to
successfully complete a motorcycle education course either approved and established by the
department of transportation or from a private or commercial driver education school licensed by the
department of transportation before the class M license will be issued. A public school district shall
charge a student a fee which shall not exceed the actual cost of instruction minus moneys received by
the school district under subsection 6.

6. Motorcycle rider education fund. The motorcycle rider education fund is established in the office
of the treasurer of state. The moneys credited to the fund are appropriated to the state department of
transportation to be used to establish new motorcycle rider education courses and reimburse sponsors
of motorcycle rider education courses for the costs of providing motorcycle rider education courses
approved and established by the department. The department shall adopt rules under chapter 17A
providing for the distribution of moneys to sponsors of motorcycle rider education courses based
upon the cost of providing the education courses. 4

7. Rules. The department may adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A to administer this section.

25.321.181 to 25.321.192 reserved.

25.321.193 Restrictions on licenses—penalty.

As provided by rule, the department may impose restrictions suitable to the licensee's driving ability
with respect to the type of motor vehicle or special mechanical control devices required on a motor
vehicle which the licensee may operate or other restrictions applicable to the licensee as the
department may determine to be appropriate.

The department may set forth restrictions upon the driver's license.

The department may suspend or revoke the driver's license upon receiving satisfactory evidence of



any violation of the license's restrictions. _
It is a misdemeanor for a person to operate a motor vehicle in any manner in violation of the
restrictions imposed on a restricted license issued to that person under this section.

25.321.194 Special minors' licenses.

1. Driver's license issued for trave] to and from school. Upon certification of a special need by the
school board, superintendent of the applicant's school, or principal, if authorized by the
superintendent, the department may issue a class C or M driver's license to a person between the ages

would impose a hardship upon an applicant.
a. The driver's license entitles the holder, while having the license in immediate possession, to

b. Each application shall be accompanied by a statement from the school board, superintendent, or
principal, if authorized by the superintendent, of the applicant's school. The statement shall be upon a
form provided by the department, The school board, superintendent, or principal, if authorized by the



been involved in one or more accidents chargeable to the licensee. The department may suspend a
driver's license issued under this section upon receiving a record of the licensee's conviction for one
violation. The department shall revoke the license upon receiving a record of conviction for two or
more violations of a law of this state or a city ordinance regulating the operation of motor vehicles on
highways other than parking violations as defined in section 321.210. After a person licensed under
this section receives two or more convictions which require revocation of the person's license under
this section, the department shall not grant an application for a new driver's license until the

expiration of one year. '

25.321.195 to 25.321.208 reserved.

25.321.208A Operation in violation of out-of-service order—penalty.

A person required to hold a commercial driver's license to operate a commercial motor vehicle shall
not operate a commercial motor vehicle on the highways of this state in violation of an out-of-service
order issued by a peace officer for a violation of the out-of-service rules adopted by the department.
An employer shall not allow an employee to drive a commercial motor vehicle in violation of such
out-of-service order. A person who violates this section shall be subject to a scheduled fine of one
hundred dollars under section 805.8, subsection 2, paragraph "z".

25.321.209 to 25.321.215 reserved.

LICENSES AND NONOPERATOR'S
IDENTIFICATION CARDS—VIOLATIONS

25.321.216 Unlawful use of license or nonoperator's identification card—penalty.

It is a simple misdemeanor for any person:

1. To display or cause or permit to be displayed or have in the person's possession a canceled,
revoked, suspended, fictitious, or fraudulently altered driver's license or nonoperator's identification
card. '

2. To lend that person's driver's license or nonoperator's identification card to another person or
knowingly permit the use of the license by another.

3. To display or represent as one's own a driver's license or nonoperator's identification card not
issued to that person.

4. To fail or refuse to surrender to the department upon its lawful demand a driver's license or
nonoperator's identification card which has beén suspended, revoked, or canceled.

5. To permit an unlawful use of a driver's license or nonoperator's identification card issued to that
person.

25.321.216A Falsifying driver's licenses, nonoperator's identification cards, or forms.

It is a serious misdemeanor for a person to do any of the following:

1. Make a driver's license, a nonoperator's vehicle identification card, or a blank driver's license
form if the person has no authority or right to make the license, card, or form.

2. Obtain, possess, or have in the person's control or on the person's premises, driver's license or
nonoperator's identification card forms.

3. Obtain, possess, or have in the person's control or on the person's premises, a driver's license or a
nonoperator's identification card, or blank driver's license or nonoperator's identification card form,



which has been made by a person having no authority or right to make the license, card, or form.
4. Use a false or fictitious name in any application for a driver's license or nonoperator’s
identification card or to knowingly make a false statement or knowingly conceal a material fact or
otherwise commit fraud on an application.

25.321.216B Use of driver’s license or nonoperator's identification card by underage person to
obtain alcohol.

A person who is under the age of twenty-one, who alters or displays or has in the person's possession
a fictitious or fraudulently altered driver's license or nonoperator’s identification card and who uses
the license to violate or attempt to violate section 123.47, commits a simple misdemeanor punishable
by a fine of one hundred dollars. The court shall forward a copy of the conviction to the department.

25.321.217 to 25.321.218 reserved.

25.321.219 Permitting unauthorized minor to drive.

No person shall cause or knowingly permit the person's child or ward under the age of eighteen years
to drive a motor vehicle upon any highway when such minor is not authorized hereunder or in
violation of any of the provisions of this chapter.

25.321.220 Permitting unauthorized person to drive.

A person shall not knowingly authorize or permit a motor vehicle owned by the person or under the
person's control to be driven upon a highway by a person who is not issued a driver's license valid for
the vehicle's operation. '

25.321.221 to 25.321.228 reserved.

25.321.229 Obedience to peace officers.
No person shall willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order or direction of any peace
officer invested by law with authority to direct, control, or regulate traffic.

25.321.230 reserved.

25.321.231 Authorized emergency vehicles and police bicycles.

1. The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call or when in
the pursuit of an actual or suspected perpetrator of a felony or in response to an incident dangerous to
the public or when responding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the
privileges set forth in this section.

2. The driver of any authorized emergency vehicle, may:

a. Park or stand an authorized emergency vehicle, irrespective of the provisions of this chapter.
b. Disregard laws or regulations governing direction of movement for the minimum distance
necessary before an alternative route that conforms to the traffic laws and regulations is available.
3. The driver of a fire department vehicle, police vehicle, or ambulance, or a peace officer riding a
police bicycle in the line of duty may do any of the following:

a. Proceed past ared or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as may be necessary for
safe operation. '



b. Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as the driver does not endanger life or property.

4. The exemptions granted to an authorized emergency vehicle under subsection 2 and for a fire
department vehicle, police vehicle, or ambulance as provided in subsection 3 shall apply only when
such vehicle is making use of an audible signaling device meeting the requirements of section
321.433 or a visual signaling device, except that use of an audible or visual signaling device shall not
be required when exercising the exemption granted under subsection 3, paragraph "b" of this section
when the vehicle is operated by a peace officer, pursuing a suspected violator of the speed
restrictions imposed by or pursuant to this chapter, for the purpose of determining the speed of travel -
of such suspected violator.

5. The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle or the
rider of a police bicycle from the duty to drive or ride with due regard for the safety of all persons,
nor shall such provisions protect the driver or rider from the consequences of the driver's or rider’
reckless disregard for the safety of others. '

25.321.232 Radar jamming devices—penalty.

1. A person shall not sell, operate or possess a radar jamming device, except as otherwise provided
in this section, when the device is in a vehicle operated on the highways of this state or the device is
held for sale in this state.

2. This section does not apply to radar speed measuring devices purchased by, held for purchase for,
or operated by peace officers using the devices in their official duties.

3. A radar jamming device may be seized by a peace officer subject to forfeiture as provided by
chapter 809 or 809A.

4. For the purposes of this section "radar jamming device" means any mechanism designed or used
to transmit radio waves in the electromagnetic wave spectrum to interfere with the reception of those
emitted from a device used by peace officers of this state to measure the speed of motor vehicles on
the highways of this state and which is not designed for two-way transmission and cannot transmit in
plain language.

25.321.233 reserved.

25.321.234 Bicycles, animals, or animal-drawn vehicles.

1. A personriding an animal or driving an animal drawing a vehicle upon a roadway is subject to the
provisions of this chapter applicable to the driver of a vehicle, except those provisions of this chapter
which by their nature can have no application.

2. A person, including a peace officer, riding a bicycle on the highway is subject to the provisions of
this chapter and has all the rights and duties under this chapter applicable to the driver of a vehicle,
except those provisions of this chapter which by their nature can have no application or those
provisions for which specific exceptions have been set forth regarding police bicycles.

3. A person propelling a bicycle on the highway shall not ride other than upon or astride a permanent
and regular seat attached to the bicycle.

4. A person shall not use a bicycle on the highway to carry more persons at one time than the
number of persons for which the bicycle is designed and equipped.

5. This section does not apply to the use of a bicycle in a parade authorized by proper permit from
local authorities.



25.321.234A All-terrain vehicles—bicycle safety flag required.

All-terrain vehicles shall be operated on a highway only between sunrise and sunset and only when
the operation on the highway is incidental to the vehicle's use for agricultural purposes. A person
operating an all-terrain vehicle on a highway shall have a valid driver's license and the vehicle shall
be operated at speeds of less than thirty miles per hour. When operated on a highway, an all-terrain
vehicle shall have a bicycle safety flag which extends not less than five feet above the ground
attached to the rear of the vehicle. The bicycle safety flag shall be triangular in shape with an area of
not less than thirty square inches, be Day-Glo in color, and shall be in lieu of the reflective ,
equipment required by section 321.383. '
25.321.235 reserved.

POWERS OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES

25.321.236. Powers of local authorities.

Local authorities shall have no power to enact, enforce, or maintain any ordinance, rule or regulation
in any way in conflict with, contrary to or inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter, and no
such ordinance, rule or regulation of said local authorities heretofore or hereafter enacted shall have
any force or effect, however the provisions of this chapter shall not be deemed to prevent local
authorities with respect to streets and highways under their jurisdiction and within the reasonable
exercise of the police power from:

1. Regulating the standing or parking of vehicles.

Parking meter, snow route, and overtime parking violations which are denied shall be charged and
proceed before a court the same as other traffic violations. Filing fees and court costs shall be
assessed as provided in section 602.8106, subsection 1 and section 805.6, subsection 1, paragraph
"a" for parking violation cases. Parking violations which are admitted:

a. May be charged and collected upon a simple notice of a fine payable to the city clerk or clerk of
the district court, if authorized by ordinance. The fine shall not exceed five dollars except for snow
route parking violations in which case the fine shall not exceed twenty-five dollars. The fine may be
increased up to ten dollars if the parking violation is not paid within thirty days of the date upon
which the violation occurred, if authorized by ordinance. Violations of section 321 L.4, subsection 2,
may be charged and collected upon a simple notice of a one hundred dollar fine payable to the city
clerk or clerk of the district court, if authorized by ordinance. No costs or other charges shall be
assessed. All fines collected by a city pursuant to this paragraph shall be retained by the city and all
fines collected by a county pursuant to this paragraph shall be retajned by the county.

b. Notwithstanding any such ordinance, may be prosecuted under the provisions of sections 805.7 to
805.13 or as any other traffic violation,

¢. Ifthe local authority regulating the standing or parking of vehicles under this subsection is located
in a county where the renewal of registration of a vehicle shall be refused for unpaid restitution under
section 321.40, the simple notice of fine under paragraph "a" shall contain the following statement:
"FAILURE TO PAY RESTITUTION OWED BY YOU CAN BE GROUNDS FOR REFUSIN GTO
RENEW YOUR MOTOR VEHICLE'S REGISTRATION."

This paragraph does not invalidate forms for notice of parking violations in existence priorto July 1,
1980. Existing forms may be used until supplies are exhausted.

2. Regulating traffic by means of police officers or traffic-control signals.

3. Regulating or prohibiting processions or assemblages on the highways.



4. Designating particular highways as one-way highways and requiring that all vehicles thereon be
moved in one specific direction.

5. Regulating the speed of vehicles in public parks.

6. Designating any highway as a through highway and requiring that all vehicles stop or yield the
right of way before entering or crossing the same or designating any intersection as a stop
intersection and requiring all vehicles to stop at one or more entrances to such intersections.

7. Licensing and regulating the operation of vehicles offered to the public for hire and used
principally in intracity operation.

8. Restricting the use of highways as authorized in sections 321.471 to 321.473.

9. Regulating or prohibiting the turning of vehicles at and between intersections.

10. Regulating the operation of bicycles and requiring the registration and licensing of the same,
including the requirement of a registration fee. However, the regulations shall not conflict with the
provisions of section 321.234.

11. Establishing speed limits in public alleys and providing the penalty for violation thereof.

12. Designating highways or portions of highways as snow routes. When conditions of snow or ice
exist on the traffic surface of a designated snow route, it is unlawful for the driver of a vehicle to
impede or block traffic if the driving wheels of the vehicle are not equipped with snow tires, tire
chains, or a nonslip differential.

A person charged with impeding or blocking traffic for lack of snow tires, chains, or nonslip
differential shall have the charge dismissed upon a showing to the court that the person's motor
vehicle was equipped with snow tires, chains, or a nonslip differential.

13. Establishing a rural residence district. The board of supervisors of a county with respect to
highways under its jurisdiction may establish, by ordinance or resolution, rural residence districts and
may, by ordinance or resolution, regulate the speed and parking of vehicles within the rural residence
district consistent with sections 321.239, 321.285, and 321.293. Before establishing a rural residence
district, the board of supervisors shall hold a public hearing on the proposal, notice of which shall be
published in a newspaper having a general circulation in the area where the proposed district is
located at least twenty days before the date of hearing. The notice shall state the time and place of
the hearing, the proposed location of the district, and other data considered pertinent by the board of
supervisors.

25.321.237 to 25.321.238 reserved.

25.321.239 Counties may restrict parking of vehicles.

The county board of supervisors may adopt, amend, or repeal traffic ordinances to regulate or
prohibit the standing or parking of vehicles within the right of way of any highway under its
jurisdiction.

Any person violating a traffic ordinance adopted under this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
and shall, upon conviction, be fined not to exceed twenty-five dollars, or be imprisoned not to exceed
seven days in the county jail. The form and style of the information shall be in the name of the
county and as against the person in violation of the traffic ordinance.

25.321.240 to 25.321.246 reserved.

25.321.247 Golf cart operation on city streets.



Incorporated areas may, upon approval of their governing body, allow the operation of golf carts on
city streets by persons Possessing a valid driver's license. However, a golf cart shall not be operated
upon a city street which is a primary road extension through the city but shall be allowed to cross a
city street which is a primary road extension through the city. The golf carts shall be equipped witha

25.321.248 to 25.321.255 res'erved.

25.321.256 Obedience to official traffic-control devices.

No driver of a vehicle shall disobey the instructions of any official traffic-control device placed in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter, unless at the time otherwise directed by a peace
officer subject to the exceptions granted the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle.

25.321.257 Official traffic control signal.

1. For the purposes of this section "stop at the officia] traffic control signal” means stopping at the
first opportunity at ejther the clearly marked stop line or before entering the crosswalk or before
entering the intersection.

2. Official traffic control signals consisting of colored lights or colored lighted arrows shall regulate
vehicle and pedestrian traffic in the following manner-

a. A "steady circular red" light means vehicular traffic shall stop. Vehicular traffic shall remain
standing until a signal to proceed is shown or vehicular traffic, unless prohibited by a sign, may
cautiously enter the intersection to make a right turn from the rj ght lane of traffic or a left turn froma
one-way street to a one-way street from the left lane of traffic on a one-way street onto the lefimost
lane of traffic on a one-way street. Turns made under this paragraph shall be made in 2 manner that
does not interfere with other vehicular or pedestrian traffic lawfully using the intersection.
Pedestrian traffic facing a steady circular red light shall not enter the roadway unless the pedestrian
can safely cross the roadway without interfering with any vehicular traffic. '

b. A "steady circular yellow" or "steady yellow arrow" light means vehicular traffic is warned that
the related green movement is being terminated and vehicular traffic shall no longer proceed into the
intersection and shall stop. If the stop cannot be made in safety, a vehicle may be driven cautiously

C. A'"steady circular green" light means vehicular traffic may proceed straight, turn right or turn left
through the intersection unless otherwise specifically prohibited. Vehicular traffic shall yield the
right of way to other vehicular and pedestrian traffic lawfully within the intersection.

d. A "steady green arrow" light shown alone or with another official traffic control signal means
vehicular traffic may cautiously enter the intersection and proceed in the direction indicated by the
arrow. Vehicular traffic shall yield the right of Wway to other vehicles and pedestrians lawfully within
the intersection,

€. A "flashing circular red" light means vehicular traffic shall stop and after stopping may proceed



cautiously through the intersection yielding to all vehicles not required to stop or yield which are
within the intersection or approaching so closely as to constitute a hazard, but then may proceed.
f. A "flashing yellow" light means vehicular traffic shall proceed through the intersection or past
such signal with caution.

g A "don't walk" light is a pedestrian signal which means that pedestrian traffic facing the
illuminated pedestrian signal shall not start to cross the roadway in the direction of the pedestrian
signal, and pedestrian traffic in the crossing shall proceed to a safety zone.

h. A "walk" light is a pedestrian signal which means that pedestrian traffic facing the illuminated
pedestrian signal may proceed to cross the roadway in the direction of the pedestrian signal and shall
be given the right of way by drivers of all vehicles.

25.321.258 to 25.321.274 reserved.

OPERATION OF MOTORCYCLES AND
MOTORIZED BICYCLES

25.321.275 Operation of motorcycles and motorized bicycles.
1. General. The motor vehicle laws apply to the operators of motorcycles and motorized bicyclesto
the extent practically applicable. :

2. Riders.

a. Motorized bicycles. A person operating a motorized bicycle on the highways shall not carry any
other person on the vehicle.

b. Motorcycles. A person shall not operate or ride a motorcycle on the highways with another
person on the motorcycle unless the motorcycle is designed to carry more than one person. The
additional passenger may ride upon the permanent and regular seat if designed for two persons, or
upon another seat firmly attached to the motorcycle at the rear of the operator. The motorcycle shall
be equipped with footrests for the passenger unless the passenger is riding in a sidecar or enclosed
cab. The motorcycle operator shall not carry any person nor shall any other person ride in a position
that will interfere with the operation or control of the motorcycle or the view of the operator.

3. Sitting position. A person operating a motorcycle or motorized bicycle shall ride only upon the
vehicle's permanent and regular attached seat. Every person riding upon the vehicle shall be sitting
astride the seat, facing forward with one leg on either side of the vehicle.

4. Use of traffic lanes. Persons shall not operate motorcycles or motorized bicycles more than two
abreast in a single lane. Except for persons operating such vehicles two abreast, a motor vehicle
shall not be operated in a manner depriving a motorcycle or motorized bicycle operator of the full
use of a lane. A motorcycle or motorized bicycle shall not be operated between lanes of traffic or
between adjacent lines or rows of vehicles. The operator of a motorcycle or motorized bicycle shall
not overtake and pass in the same lane occupied by the vehicle being overtaken unless the vehicle
being overtaken is a motorcycle or motorized bicycle.

5. Headlights on. A person shall not operate a 1977 or later model year motorcycle or any model
year motorized bicycle upon the highways without displaying at least one lighted headlamp of the
type described in section 321.409. However, this subsection is subject to the exceptions with respect
to parked vehicles as provided in this chapter.

6. Packages. The operator of a motorcycle or motorized bicycle shall not carry any package, bundle,
or other article which prevents the operator from keeping both hands on the handlebars.



7. Parades. The provisions of this section do not apply to motorcycles or motorized bicycles when
used in a parade authorized by proper permit from local authoritie .

8. Bicycle safety flags required on motorized bicycles. When operated on a highway, a motorized
bicycle shall have a bicycle safety flag which extends not less than five feet above the ground
attached to the rear of the motorized bicycle. The bicycle safety flag shall be triangular in shape with
an area of not less than thirty square inches, and be Day-Glo in color.

25.321.276 to 25.321.277 reserved.

25.321.277A Careless driving,

A person commits careless driving if the person intentionally operates a motor vehicle on a public
road or highway in any one of the following ways:

1. Creates or causes unnecessary tire squealing, skidding, or sliding upon acceleration or stopping,
2. Simulates a temporary race.

3. Causes any wheel or wheels to unnecessarily lose contact with the ground.

4. Causes the vehicle to unnecessarily turn abruptly or sway.

25.321.278 to 25.321.283 reserved.

25.321.284 Open containers in motor vehicles.

A person driving a motor vehicle shall not knowingly possess in a motor vehicle upon a public street
or highway an open or unsealed bottle, can, jar, or other receptacle containing an alcoholic beverage,
wine, or beer with the intent to consume the alcoholic beverage, wine, or beer while the motor

SPEED RESTRICTIONS

25.321.285 Speed restrictions.

Any person driving a motor vehicle on a highway shall drive the same at a careful and prudent speed
not greater than nor less than is reasonable and proper, having due regard to the traffic, surface, and
width of the highway and of any other conditions then existing, and no person shall drive any vehicle
upon a highway at a speed greater than will permit the person to bring it to a stop within the assured
clear distance ahead, such driver having the right to assume, however, that all persons using said
highway will observe the law.

The following shall be the lawful speed except as provided by this section, or except as posted



pursuant to sections 262.68, 321.236, subsection 5, section 321.288, subsection 6, sections 321 289,
321.290, 321.293, 321.295, and 461A.36, and any speed in excess thereof shall be unlawful

1. Twenty miles per hour in any business district.

2. Twenty-five miles per hour in any residence or school district.

3. Forty-five miles per hour in any suburban district. Each school district as defined in subsection
70 of section 321.1 shall be marked by distinctive signs as provided by the current manual of
uniform traffic control devices adopted by the department and placed on the highway at the limits of
such school district. '
4. Notwithstanding any other speed restrictions, the speed limit for all vehicular traffic shall be
fifty-five miles per hour.

5. Reasonable and proper, but not greater than fifty-five miles per hour at any time between sunrise
and sunset, and not greater than fifty miles per hour at any time between sunset and sunrise, on
secondary roads unless such roads are surfaced with concrete or asphalt or a combination of both, in
which case the speed limits shall be the same as provided in subsection 4 of this section. When the
board of supervisors of any county shall determine upon the basis of an engineering and traffic
investigation that the speed limit on any secondary road is greater than is reasonable and proper
under the conditions found to exist at any intersection or other place or upon any part of a secondary
road, the board shall determine and declare a reasonable and proper speed limit at the intersection or
other part of the secondary road. The speed limits as determined by the board of supervisors shall be
effective when appropriate signs giving notice of the speed limits are erected by the board of
supervisors at the intersection or other place or part of the highway.

6. Notwithstanding any other speed restrictions, the speed limit for all vehicular traffic on fully
controlled-access, divided, multilaned highways including the national system of interstate highways
is sixty-five miles per hour. The department may establish a speed limit of sixty-five miles per hour
on certain divided, multilaned highways. However, the department or cities with the approval of the
department may establish a lower speed limit upon such highways located within the corporate limits
of a city. For the purposes of this subsection, a fully controlled-access highway is a highway that
gives preference to through traffic by providing access connections with selected public roads only
and by prohibiting crossings at grade or direct private driveway connections. A minimum speed may
be established by the department on the highways referred to in this subsection if warranted by
engineering and traffic investigations.

It is further provided that any kind of vehicle, implement, or conveyance incapable of attaining and
maintaining a speed of forty miles per hour shall be prohibited from using the interstate system.

25.321.286 to 25.321.287 reserved.

25.321.288 Control of vehicle—reduced speed.

A person operating a motor vehicle shall have the vehicle under control at all times and shall reduce
the speed to a reasonable and proper rate:

1. When approaching and passing a person walking in the traveled portion of the public highway.
2. When approaching and passing an animal which is being led, ridden, or driven upon a public
highway.

3. When approaching and traversing a crossing or intersection of public highways, or a bridge, sharp
turn, curve, or steep descent, in a public highway.

4. When approaching and passing an emergency warning device displayed in accordance with rules



adopted under section 321.449, or an emergency vehicle displaying a revolving or flashing light.
5. When approaching and passing a slow moving vehicle displaying a reflective device as provided
by section 321.383.

6. When approaching and passing through a sign posted road work zone upon the public highway.
25.321.289 to 25.321.293 reserved.

25.321.294 Minimum speed regulation.

No person shall drive a motor vehicle at such a slow speed as to impede or block the normal and
reasonable movement of traffic except when reduced speed is necessary for safe operation or in
compliance with law. Peace officers are hereby authorized to enforce this provision by directions to
drivers, and in the event of apparent willful disobedience to this provision and refusal to comply with
direction of an officer in accordance herewith the continued slow operation by a driver shall be a
misdemeanor, and be punished as provided in section 321.482.

25.321.295 Limitation on bridge or elevated structures.

No person shall drive a vehicle on any public bridge or elevated structure at a speed which is greater
than the maximum speed permitted under this chapter on the street or highway at a point where said
street or highway joins said bridge or elevated structure, provided that if the maximum speed
permitted on said street or highway differs from the maximum speed on any other street or highway
joining said bridge or elevated structure, then the lowest of said speeds shall be the maximum speed
limit on said bridge or elevated structure, subject to the following:

The department upon request from any local authority shall, or upon its own initiative may, conduct
an investigation of any bridge or other elevated structure constituting a part of a highway, and if it
shall thereupon find that such structure cannot with safety to itself withstand vehicles traveling at the
speed otherwise permissible under thjs chapter, the department shall determine and declare the
maximum speed of vehicles which such structure can withstand, and shall cause or permit suitable
signs stating such maximum speed to be erected and maintained at a distance of two hundred feet
before each end of such structure.

No person shall drive a vehicle over any bridge or other elevated structure constituting a part of a
highway at a speed which is greater than the maximum speed which can be maintained with safety to
such bridge or structure, when such structure is signposted as provided in this section.

Upon the trial of any person charged with driving a vehicle at a speed which is greater than the

bridge or structure.
25.321.296 reserved.

DRIVING ON RIGHT SIDE OF ROADWAY—
OVERTAKING AND PASSING

25.321.297 Driving on right-hand side of roadway—exceptions.
1. A vehicle shall be driven upon the right half of the roadway upon all roadways of sufficient width,



except as follows:

a. When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction under the rules
governing such movement.

b. When an obstruction exists making it necessary to drive to the left of the center of the roadway,
provided, any person so doing shall yield the right of way to all vehicles traveling in the proper
direction upon the unobstructed portion of the roadway within such distance as to constitute an
immediate hazard.

c. Upon a roadway divided into three marked lanes for traffic under the rules applicable thereon.
d. Upon a roadway restricted to one-way traffic.

2. Any vehicle proceeding at less than the normal speed of traffic at the time and place and under the
conditions then existing shall be driven in the right-hand lane then available for traffic upon all
roadways, or as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway, except when
overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction or when preparing for a left
turn at an intersection, an alley, private road or driveway.

3. A vehicle shall not be driven upon any roadway having four or more lanes for moving traffic and
providing for two-way movement of traffic, to the left of the center line of the roadway, except when
authorized by official traffic-control devices designating certain lanes to the left side of the center of
the roadway for use by traffic not otherwise permitted to use such lanes, or except as permitted under
subsection 1, paragraph "b." This subsection shall not be construed as prohibiting the crossing of the
center line in making a left turn into or from an alley, private road, or driveway.

25.321.298 Meeting and turning to right.
Except as otherwise provided in section 321.297, vehicles or persons on horseback meeting each
other on any roadway shall yield one-half of the roadway by turning to the right.

25.321.299 Overtaking a vehicle.

The following rules shall govern the overtaking and passing of vehicles proceeding in the same
direction, subject to those limitations, exceptions, and special rules hereinafter stated:

The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same direction shall pass to the
left thereof at a safe distance and shall not again drive to the right side of the roadway until safely
clear of the overtaken vehicle.

Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle
shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle and shall not increase the speed of the
overtaken vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle.

25.321.300 to 25.321.301 reserved.

25.321.302 Overtaking on the right.

The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass upon the right of another vehicle which is making or
about to make a left turn.

The driver of a vehicle may overtake and, allowing sufficient clearance, pass another vehicle
proceeding in the same direction either upon the left or upon the right on a roadway with
unobstructed pavement of sufficient width for four or more lines of moving traffic when such
movement can be made in safety. No person shall drive off the pavement or upon the shoulder of the
roadway in overtaking or passing on the right.



25.321.303 Limitations on overtaking on the left. _

A vehicle shall not be driven to the left side of the center of the roadway in overtaking and passing
another vehicle proceeding in the same direction unless the left side is clearly visible and is free of
oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead to permit the overtaking and passing to be
completely made without interfering with the safe operation of a vehicle approaching from the
opposite direction or a vehicle overtaken. The overtaking vehicle shall return to the ri ght-hand side
of the roadway before coming within three hundred feet of a vehicle approaching from the opposite
direction when traveling on a roadway having a legal speed limit in excess of thirty miles per hour,
and the overtaking vehicle shall return to the right-hand side of the roadway before coming within
one hundred feet of a vehicle approaching from the opposite direction when traveling on a roadway
having a legal speed limit of thirty miles per hour or less. - ' ' )

25.321.304 Prohibited passing.

No vehicle shall, in overtaking and passing another vehicle or at any other time, be driven to the left
side of the roadway under the following conditions:

1. When approaching the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the highway where the driver's view
along the highway is obstructed for a distance of approximately seven hundred feet.

2. When approaching within one hundred feet of any narrow bridge, viaduct, or tunnel, when so
signposted, or when approaching within one hundred feet of or traversing any intersection or railroad
grade crossing.

3. Where official signs are in place directing that traffic keep to the right or a distinctive center line
or off-center line is marked, which distinctive line also so directs traffic as declared in the sign
manual adopted by the department of transportation.

25.321.305 One-way roadways and rotary traffic islands.

Upon a roadway designated and signposted for one-way traffic a vehicle shall be driven only in the
direction designated.

A vehicle passing around a rotary traffic island shall be driven only to the right of such island.

25.321.306 Roadways laned for traffic,

Whenever any roadway has been divided into three or more clearly marked lanes for traffic the
following rules in addition to all others consistent herewith shall apply:

A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practical entirely within a single lane and shall not be moved
from such lane until the driver has first ascertained that such movement can be made with safety.
Upon a roadway which is divided into three lanes a vehicle shall not be driven in the center lane
except when overtaking and passing another vehicle where the roadway is clearly visible and such
center lane is clear of traffic within a safe distance, or in preparation for a left turn or where such
center lane is at the time allocated exclusively to traffic moving in the direction the vehicle is
proceeding and is signposted to give notice of such allocation.

Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving traffic to use a designated lane or allocating
specified lanes to traffic moving in the same direction and drivers of vehicles shall obey the
directions of every such sign.

Vehicles moving in a lane designated for slow-moving traffic shall yield the right of way to vehicles



moving in the same direction in a lane not so designated when such lanes merge to form a single
lane.

A portion of a highway provided with a lane for slow-moving vehicles does not become a roadway
marked for three lanes of traffic.

25.321.307 Following too closely.
The driver of a motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more closely than is reasonable and
prudent, having due regard for the speed of such vehicles and the traffic upon and the condition of

the highway. :

25.321.308 Motor trucks and towed vehicles—distance requirements.

The driver of any motor truck, or of a motor vehicle drawing another vehicle, when traveling upon a
roadway, outside of a business or residence district shall not follow within three hundred feet of
another motor truck, or of a motor vehicle drawing another vehicle. The provisions of this section
shall not be construed to prevent overtaking and passing nor shall the same apply upon any lane
specially designated for use by motor trucks.

25.321.309 Towing—convoys.

A person shall not pull or tow by motor vehicle, for hire, another motor vehicle over any highway
outside the limits of any incorporated city, except in case of temporary movement of a disabled
motor vehicle to the place where repairs will be made, unless the person has complied with the
provisions of sections 321.57 and 321.58. Provided, however, if the person is a nonresident of the
state of Iowa and has complied with the laws of the state of that person's residence governing
licensing and registration as a transporter of motor vehicles, the person shall not be required to pay
the fee provided in section 321.58 but only to submit proof of the person's status as a bona fide
manufacturer or transporter as may reasonably be required by the department.

A person pulling or towing by motor vehicle another motor vehicle in convoy or caravan shall
maintain a distance of at least five hundred feet between the units of the convoy or caravan.

25.321.310 Towing four-wheeled trailers.

A motor vehicle shall not tow a four-wheeled trailer with a steering axle, or more than one trailer or
semitrailer, or both in combination. However, this section does not apply to a motor home,
multipurpose vehicle, motor truck, truck tractor or road tractor nor to a farm tractor towing a
four-wheeled trailer, nor to a farm tractor or motor vehicle towing implements of husbandry, nor to a
wagon box trailer used by a farmer in transporting produce, farm products or supplies hauled to and
from market.

Any four-wheeled trailer towed by a truck tractor or road tractor shall be registered under the
semitrailer provisions of section 321.122, provided, however, that the provisions of this section shall
not be applicable to motor vehicles drawing wagon box trailers used by a farmer in transporting
produce, farm products or supplies hauled to and from market.

TURNING AND STARTING AND SIGNALS
ON STOPPING AND TURNING

25.321.311 Turning at intersections.



The driver of a vehicle intending to tum at an intersection shall do so as follows:

Both the approach for a right turn and right turn shall be made as close as practical to the right-hand
curb or edge of the roadway.

Approach for a left turn shall be made in that portion of the right half of the roadway nearest the
center line thereof and after entering the intersection the left turn shall be made so as to depart from
the intersection to the right of the center line of the roadway being entered. '
Approach for a left turn from a two-way street into a one-way street shall be made in that portion of
the right half of the roadway nearest the center line thereof and by passing to the right of such center
line where it enters the intersection. A left turn from a one-way street into two-way street shall be
made by passing to the right of the center line of the street being entered upon leaving the
intersection.

25.321.312 Turning on curve or crest of grade. _
No vehicle shall be turned so as to proceed in the opposite direction upon any curve, or upon the
approach to, or near the crest of a grade or hill, where such vehicle cannot be seen by the driver of
any other vehicle approaching from either direction within five hundred feet.

25.321.313 Starting parked vehicle.
No person shall start a vehicle which js stopped, standing, or parked unless and until such movement
can be made with reasonable safety.

25.321.314 When signal required.
No person shall turn a vehicle from a direct course upon a highway unless and until such movement
can be made with reasonable safety and then only after giving a clearly audible signal by sounding

25.321.315 Signal continuous,

A signal of intention to turn right or left shall be given continuously during not less than the last one
hundred feet traveled by the vehicle before turning when the speed limit is forty-five miles per hour
or less and a continuous signal during not less than the last three hundred feet when the speed limit is
in excess of forty-five miles per hour.

25.321.316 Stopping.

No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the speed of a vehicle without first giving an appropriate
signal in the manner provided herein to the driver of any vehicle immediately to the rear when there
is opportunity to give such signal.

25.321.317 Signals by hand and arm or signal device.
1. The signals required under the provisions of this chapter may be given either by means of the



hand and arm as provided in section 321.318, or by a mechanical or electrical directional signal
device or light conforming to the provisions of this chapter.

2. Directional signal devices shall be designed with a white, yellow or amber lamp or lamps to be
displayed on the front of vehicles and with a lamp or lamps of red, yellow or amber to be displayed
on the rear of vehicles. Such devices shall be capable of clearly indicating any intention to turn either
to the right or to the left and shall be visible and understandable during both daylight and darkness
from a distance of at least one hundred feet from the front and rear of a vehicle equipped therewith.
3.. It is unlawful for any person to sell or offer for sale or operate on the highways of the state any
vehicle subject to registration under the provisions of this chapter which has never been registered in
this or any other state prior to January 1, 1954, unless the vehicle is equipped with a directional
signal device of a type in compliance with the provisions of subsection 2. Motorcycles, motorized
bicycles, and semitrailers and trailers less than forty inches in width are exempt from the provisions
of this section.

4. When a vehicle is equipped with a directional signal device, such device shall at all times be
maintained in good working condition. No directional signal device shall project a glaring or
dazzling light. All directional signal devices shall be self-illuminated when in use while other lamps
on the vehicle are lighted.

5. Whenever any vehicle or combination of vehicles is disabled or for other reason may present a
vehicular traffic hazard requiring unusual care in approaching, overtaking or passing, the operator
then may display on the vehicle or combination of vehicles four directional signals of a type
complying with the provisions of this section relating to directional signal devices in simultaneous
operation.

25.321.318 Method of giving hand and arm signals.

All signals herein required which may be given by hand and arm shall when so given be given from
the left side of the vehicle and the following manner and mterpretatlon thereof is suggested:

1. Left turn—Hand and arm extended horizontally.

2. Right turn—Hand and arm extended upward.

3. Stop or decrease of speed—Hand and arm extended downward.

RIGHT-OF-WAY

25.321.319 Entering intersections from different highways.

When two vehicles enter an intersection from different highways or public streets at approximately
the same time, the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right of way to the vehicle on the
right.

The foregoing rule is modified at through highways and otherwise as hereinafter stated in this
chapter.

25.321.320 Left turns—yielding.

.. Thedriver of a vehicle intending to turn to the left within an intersection or into an alley, private road

or driveway shall yield the right of way to all vehicles approaching from the opposite direction which
are within the intersection or so close thereto as to constitute an immediate hazard, then said driver,
having so yielded and having glven a signal when and as required by this chapter, may make such
left turn.



25.321.321 Entering through highways.

The driver of a vehicle shall stop or yield as required by this chapter at the entrance to a through
highway and shall yield the right of way to other vehicles which have entered the intersection from
said through highway or which are approaching so closely on said through highway as to constitute a
hazard, but said driver having so yielded may proceed cautiously and with due care enter said
through highway.

25.321.322 Vehicles entering stop or yield intersection.
1. The driver of a vehicle approaching a stop intersectton indicated by a stop sign shall stop at the
first opportunity at either the clearly marked:stop line or before entering the crosswalk or before

has entered the intersection or which is approaching so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard
during the time the driver is moving across or within the intersection.

2. The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign shall slow to a speed reasonable for the existing
conditions and, if required for safety, shall stop at the first opportunity at either the clearly marked

roadway. After slowing or stopping, the driver shall yield the right of way to any vehicle on the
intersecting roadway which has entered the intersection or which is approaching so closely as to
constitute an immediate hazard during the time the driver is moving across or within the intersection.

25.321.323 Moving vehicle backward on highway.

A person shall not cause a vehicle to be moved in a backward direction on a highway unless and
until the vehicle can be backed with reasonable safety, and shall yield the right of way to any
approaching vehicle on the highway or an intersecting highway which is so close as to constitute an
immediate hazard.

25.321.324 Operation on approach of emergency vehicles.

Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle with any lamp or device
displaying a red light, or an authorized emergency vehicle of a fire department displaying a blue
light, or when the driver is giving audible signal by siren, exhaust whistle, or bell, the driver of every
other vehicle shall yield the right of way and shall immediately drive to a position parallel to, and as

stop and remain in such position until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed, except when
otherwise directed by a police officer. For the purposes of this section, "red light" or "blue light"
means a light or lighting device that, when illuminated, will exhibit asolid flashing or strobing red or
blue light.

Upon the approach of an authorized emergency vehicle, as above stated, the driver of every streetcar
shall immediately stop such car clear of any intersection and keep it in such position until the
authorized emergency vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police officer.
This section shall not operate to relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty
to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway.



25.321.324A Funeral processions.

1. For purposes of this section, "funeral procession" means a procession of motor vehicles
accompanying the body of a deceased person during daylight hours which is being escorted by a
vehicle continually displaying its emergency signal lamps flashing simultaneously and using lighted
head lamps and identifying flags, and keeping all other motor vehicles with lighted head lamps in
close formation.

2. Upon the immediate approach of a funeral procession, the driver of every other vehicle, exceptan -
authorized emergency vehicle, shall yield the right-of-way. An operator of a motor vehicle which is
part of a funeral procession shall not be charged with violating traffic rules and regulations relating
to traffic signals and devices while participating in the procession unless the operation is reckless.
3. The funeral home in charge of the funeral procession is liable only in connection with the
procession for any negligent, reckless, or intentional act by the funeral home or any employee or
agent of the funeral home that results in any death, personal injury or property damage suffered
during a funeral procession.

PEDESTRIANS' RIGHTS AND DUTIES

25.321.325 Pedestrians subject to signals.

Pedestrians shall be subject to traffic-control signals at intersections as heretofore declared in this
chapter, but at all other places pedestrians shall be accorded the privileges and shall be subj ect to the
restrictions stated in sections 321.327 to 321.331.

25.321.326 Pedestrians on left.
Pedestrians shall at all times when walking on or along a highway, walk on the left side of such

highway.

25.321.327 Pedestrians' right of way.

Where traffic-control signals are not in place or in operation the driver of a vehicle shall yield the
right of way, slowing down or stopping if need be to so yield, to a pedestrian crossing the roadway
within any marked crosswalk or within any unmarked crosswalk at an intersection, except as
otherwise provided in this chapter.

25.321.328 Crossing at other than crosswalk.

Every pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point other than within a marked crosswalk or within an
unmarked crosswalk at an intersection shall yield the right of way to all vehicles upon the roadway
except that cities may restrict such a crossing by ordinance.

Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point where a pedestrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian
crossing has been provided shall yield the right of way to all vehicles upon the roadway.

Where traffic-control signals are in operation at any place not an intersection pedestrians shall not
cross at any place except in a marked crosswalk.

25.321.329 Duty of driver—pedestrians crossing or working on highways.
Notwithstanding the provisions of section 321.328 every driver of a vehicle shall exercise due care to
avoid colliding with any pedestrian upon any roadway and shall give warning by sounding the horn



when necessary and shall exercise due care upon observing any child or any confused or
incapacitated person upon a roadway.

Every driver of a vehicle shall yield the right of way to pedestrian workers engaged in maintenance
or construction work on a highway whenever the driver is notified of the presence of such workers
by a flagman or a warning sign.

25.321.330 reserved.

25.321.331 Pedestrians soliciting rides.

No person shall stand in a roadway for the purpose of soliciting a ride from the driver of any private
vehicle.

Nothing in this section or this chapter shall be construed so as to prevent any pedestrian from
standing on that portion of the highway or roadway, not ordinarily used for vehicular traffic, for the
purpose of soliciting a ride from the driver of any vehicle.

25.321.332 White canes restricted to blind persons.

For the purpose of guarding against accidents in traffic on the public thoroughfares, it shall be
unlawful for any person cxcept persons wholly or partially blind to carry or use on the streets,
highways, and public places of the state any white canes or walking sticks which are white in color
or white tipped with red.

25.321.333 Duty of drivers.

Any driver of a vehicle or operator of a motor-driven vehicle who approaches or comes in contact
with a person wholly or partially blind carrying a cane or walking stick white in color or white tipped
with red, or being led by a guide dog wearing a harness and walking on either side of or slightly in
front of said blind person, shall immediately come to a complete stop, and take such precautions as
may be necessary to avoid accident or injury to the person carrying a cane or walking stick white in
color or white tipped with red or being led by a guide dog.

25.321.334 to 25.321.339 reserved.

25.321.340 Driving through safety zone.
No vehicle shall at any time be driven through or within a safety zone.

SPECIAL STOPS REQUIRED

25.321.341 Obedience to signal of train.

When a person driving a vehicle approaches a railroad grade crossing and warning is given by
automatic signal, crossing gates, a flag person, or otherwise of the immediate approach of a train, the
driver of the vehicle shall stop within fifty feet but not less than fifteen feet from the nearest rail and
shall not proceed until the driver can do so safely.

The driver of a vehicle shall stop and remain standing and not traverse such a grade crossing when a
crossing gate is lowered or when a human flagman gives or continues to give a signal of the
approach or passage of a train.



25.321.342 Stop at certain railroad crossings—posting warning.

The driver of any vehicle approaching a railroad grade crossing across which traffic is regulated by a
stop sign, a railroad sign directing traffic to stop or an official traffic control signal displaying a
flashing red or steady circular red colored light shall stop prior to crossing the railroad at the first
opportunity at either the clearly marked stop line or at a point near the crossing where the driver has a
clear view of the approaching railroad traffic.

The department, city or county shall be required to post the standard sign as prescribed by the manual
on uniform traffic-control devices adopted by the department pursuant to section 321.252 in advance
of each railroad grade crossing to warn the motorist that the motorist is approaching a railroad grade
crossing. Upon properly posting all railroad grade crossings within its jurisdiction and upon
implementing the standards established in accordance with section 307.26, the department, city, or
county shall not have any other affirmative duty to wam a motor vehicle operator approaching or at the
railroad grade crossing.

25.321.343 Certain vehicles must stop.

The driver of a motor vehicle carrying passengers for hire, a school bus, or a vehicle carrying
hazardous material and required to stop before crossing a railroad track by motor carrier safety rules
adopted under section 321.449, before crossing at grade any track of a railroad, shall stop the vehicle
within fifty feet but not less than fifieen feet from the nearest rail. While stopped, the driver shall
listen and look in both directions for an approaching train, and for signals indicating the approach of a
train, and shall not proceed until the driver can do so safely.

No stop need be made at a crossing where a peace officer or a traffic-control device directs traffic to
proceed. No stop need be made at a crossing designated by an "exempt" sign. An "exempt" sign shall
be posted only where the tracks have been partially removed on either side of the roadway.

25.321.344 Heavy equipment at crossing.

No person shall operate or move any caterpillar tractor, steam shovel, derrick, roller, or any equipment
or structure having a normal operating speed of six or less miles per hour or a vertical body or load
clearance of less than nine inches above the level surface of a roadway upon or across any tracks at a
railroad grade crossing without first complying with this section.

Notice of any such intended crossing shall be given to a superintendent of such railroad and a
reasonable time be given to such railroad to provide proper protection at such crossing.

Before making any such crossing the person operating or moving any such vehicle or equipment shall
first stop the same not less than ten feet nor more than fifty feet from the nearest rail of such railway
and while so stopped shall listen and look in both directions along such track for any approaching train
and for signals indicating the approach of a train, and shall not proceed until the crossing can be made
safely.

No such crossing shall be made when warning is given by automatic signal or crossing gates or a
flagman or otherwise of the immediate approach of a railroad train or car.

25.321.345 to 25.321.352 reserved.

25.321.353 Stop before crossing sidewalk—right of way.

The driver of a vehicle emerging from a private roadway, alley, driveway, or building shall stop such
vehicle immediately prior to driving onto the sidewalk area and thereafter the driver shall proceed into
the sidewalk area only when the driver can do so without danger to pedestrian traffic and the driver



shall yield the right of way to any vehicular traffic on the street into which the driver's vehicle is
entering.

The driver of a vehicle about to enter or cross a highway from a private road or driveway shall stop
such vehicle immediately prior to driving on said highway and shall yield the right of way to all
vehicles approaching on said highway.

STOPPING, STANDING, AND PARKING

25.321.354 Stopping on traveled way.

Upon any highway outside of a business district, rural residence district or residence district a person
shall not stop, park, or leave standing a vehicle, whether attended or unattended:

1. Upon the paved part of the highway when it is practical to stop, park, or leave the vehicle off that
part of the highway, however, a clear and unobstructed width of at least twenty feet of the paved part
of the highway opposite the standing vehicle shall be left for the free passage of other vehicles. As
used in this subsection, "paved highway" includes an asphalt surfaced highway.

2. Upon the main traveled part of a highway other than a paved highway when it is practical to stop,
park, or leave the vehicle off that part of the highway. However, a clear and unobstructed width of that
part of the highway opposite the standing vehicle shall be left to allow for the free passage of other
vehicles.

A clear view of the stopped vehicle shall be available from a distance of two hundred feet in each
direction upon the highway. However, school buses may stop on the highway for receiving and
discharging pupils and all other vehicles shall stop for school buses which are stopped to receive or
discharge pupils, as provided in section 321.372. This section does not apply to a vehicle making a
turn as provided in section 321.311. This section also does not apply to the stopping or parking of a
maintenance vehicle operated by a highway authority on the main traveled way of any roadway when
necessary to the function being performed and when early warning devices are properly displayed.

25.321.355 to 25.321.357 reserved.

25.321.358 Stopping, standing or parking.

No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other
traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or traffic-control device, in any of the
following places:

1. On a sidewalk, except a bicycle may stop, stand, or park on a sidewalk if not prohibited by a local
jurisdiction.

2. In front of a public or private driveway.

3. Within an intersection.

4. Within five feet of a fire hydrant.

5. On a crosswalk.

6. Within ten feet upon the approach to any flashing beacon, stop sign, or traffic-control signal located
at the side of a roadway.

7. Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within ten feet of points on the curb immediately
opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless any city indicates a different length by signs or markings.

8. Within fifty feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing, except when parked parallel with such



rail and not exhibiting a red light.
9. Within twenty feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station and on the side of a street opposite
the entrance to any fire station within seventy-five feet of said entrance when properly signposted.
10. Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when such stopping, standing, or
parking would obstruct traffic.
11. On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a street.
12. Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway outside of cities or within a highway
tunnel.
13. At any place where official signs prohibit stopping or parking. -
-14. Upon any street within the corporate limits of a city when the same is prohibited by a general
-ordinance of uniform application relating to removal of snow or ice from the streets.
15. In front of a curb cut or ramp which is located on public or private property in a manner which
blocks access to the curb cut or ramp.

25.321.359 reserved.

25.321.360 Theaters, hotels and auditoriums.

A space of not to exceed fifty feet is hereby reserved at the side of the street in front of any theater,
auditorium, hotel having more than twenty-five sleeping rooms, or other buildings where large
assemblages of people are being held, within which space, when clearly marked as such, no motor
vehicle shall be left standing, parked, or stopped except in taking on or discharging passengers or
freight, and then only for such length of time as is necessary for such purpose.

25.321.361 Additional parking regulations.

Except as otherwise provided in this section every vehicle stopped or parked upon a roadway where
there are adjacent curbs shall be so stopped or parked with the right-hand wheels of such vehicle
parallel to and within eighteen inches of the right-hand curb. '
Local authorities may by ordinance permit parking of vehicles with the left-hand wheels adjacent to
and within eighteen inches of the lefi-hand curb of a one-way roadway.

Local authorities may by ordinance permit angle or center parking on any roadway under their
jurisdiction.

MISCELLANEOUS RULES

25.321.362 Unattended motor vehicle.

No person driving or in charge of a motor vehicle shall permit it to stand unattended without first
stopping the engine, or when standing upon any perceptible grade without effectively setting the
brake thereon and turning the front wheels to the curb or side of the highway,

25.321.363 Obstruction to driver's view.

No person shall drive a vehicle when it is so loaded, or when there are in the front seat such number
of persons, exceeding three, as to obstruct the view of the driver to the front or sides of the vehicle or
as to interfere with the driver's control over the driving mechanism of the vehicle.

No passenger in a vehicle shall ride in such position as to interfere with the driver's view ahead or to
the sides, or to interfere with the driver's control over the driving mechanism of the vehicle.



25.321.364 Preventing contamination of food by hazardous material.

Food intended for human consumption shall not be shipped in a vehicle or container which has been
used to transport a hazardous material unless the vehicle or container has been purged of any
hazardous material or the transportation is made in a manner that prevents any contact between the
food and the hazardous material. :

25.321.365 Coasting prohibited.

The driver of a motor vehicle shall not drive with the source of motive power disengaged from the
driving wheels except when disengagement is necessary to stop or to shift gears.

25.321.366 Acts prohibited on fully controlled-access facilities.

It is unlawful for a person, except a person operating highway maintenance equipment or an
authorized emergency vehicle, to do any of the following on a fully controlled-access facility: -
1. Drive a vehicle over, upon, or across a curb, central dividing section, or other separation or
dividing line.

2. Make a left turn or a semicircular or U-turn at a maintenance cross-over where an official si gn
prohibits the turn.

3. Drive a vehicle except in the proper lane provided for that purpose and in the proper direction and
to the right of the central dividing curb, separation, section, or line.

4. Drive a vehicle into the facility from a local service road.

5. Stop, park, or leave standing a vehicle, whether attended or unattended, upon the paved portion.
6. Stop, park, or leave standing a vehicle, whether attended or unattended, upon the shoulders, or the
right of way except at designated rest areas or in case of an emergency or other dire necessity.
For the purpose of this section, fully controlled-access facility is a highway which gives preference to
through traffic by providing access connections at interchanges with selected public roads only and
by prohibiting crossings at grade or direct access at driveway connections.

Violations of this section are punishable as provided in section 321.482.

25.321.367 Following fire apparatus.

The driver of any vehicle other than one on official business shall not follow any fire apparatus
traveling in response to a fire alarm closer than five hundred feet or drive into or park such vehicle
within the block where fire apparatus has stopped in answer to a fire alarm.

25.321.368 Crossing fire hose.

No vehicle shall be driven over any unprotected hose of a fire department when laid down on any
street, private driveway, or streetcar track, to be used at any fire or alarm of fire, without the consent
of the fire department official in command.

25.321.369 Putting debris on highway.

A person shall not throw or deposit upon a highway any glass bottle, glass, nails, tacks, wire, cans,
trash, garbage, rubbish, litter, offal, or any other debris. A person shall not throw or deposit upon a
highway a substance likely to injure any person, animal, or vehicle upon the highway. A person who
violates this section or section 321.370 commits a misdemeanor punishable as a scheduled violation
under section 805.8, subsection 2, paragraph "af".



25.321.370 Removing injurious material.

Any person who drops, or permits to be dropped or thrown, upon any highway any destructive or
injurious material and other material as defined in section 321.369 shall immediately remove the
same or cause it to be removed.

25.321.371 reserved.
SCHOOL BUSES

25.321.372 Discharging pupils—regulations.

1. The driver of a school bus used to transport children to and from a public or private school shall,
when stopping to receive or discharge pupils, turn on flashing warning lamps at a distance of not less
than three hundred feet nor more than five hundred feet from the point where the pupils are to be
received or discharged from the bus if the speed limit at that point is forty-five miles per hour or
greater and shall turn on flashing warning lamps at a distance of not less than one hundred fifty feet
from the point where the pupils are to be received or discharged from the bus if the speed limit at
that point is less than forty-five miles per hour. At the point of receiving or discharging pupils the
driver of the bus shall bring the bus to a stop, turn off the amber flashing warning lamps, turn on the
- red flashing warning lamps, and extend the stop arm. After receiving or discharging pupils, the bus
driver shall turn off all flashing warning lamps, retract the stop arm and proceed on the route. Except
to the extent that reduced visibility is caused by fog, snow, or other weather conditions, a school bus
shall not stop to receive or discharge pupils unless there is at least three hundred feet of unobstructed
vision in each direction. However, the driver ofa school bus is not required to use flashing warning
lamps and the stop arm when receiving or discharging pupils at a designated loading and unloading
zone at a school attendance center or at extracurricular or educational activity locations where
students exiting the bus do not have to cross the street or highway.

Ifa school district contracts with an urban transit system to transport children to and from a public or
private school, the school bus which is provided by the urban transit system shall not be required to
be equipped with flashing warning lights and a stop arm. If the school bus provided by an urban
transit system is equipped with flashing warning lights and a stop arm, the driver of the school bus
shall use the flashing warning light and stop arm as required by law.

A school bus, when operating on a hi ghway with four or more lanes shall not stop to load or unload
pupils who must cross the highway, except at designated stops where pupils who must cross the
highway may do so at points where there are official traffic control devices or police officers.

A school bus shall, while carrying passengers, have its headlights turned on.

2. All pupils shall be received and discharged from the right front entrance of every school bus and
if said pupils must cross the highway, they shall be required to pass in front of the bus, look in both
directions, and proceed to cross the highway only on signal from the bus driver.

3. The driver of a vehicle, including the driver of a vehicle operating on a private road or driveway,
when meeting a school bus with flashing amber warning lamps shall reduce the vehicle's speed to not
more than twenty miles per hour, and shall bring the vehicle to a complete stop when the school bus
stops and the stop signal arm is extended. The vehicle shall remain stopped until the stop signal arm
is retracted after which time the driver may proceed with due caution.

The driver of a vehicle, including the driver of a vehicle operating on a private road or driveway,
overtaking a school bus shall not pass a school bus when red or amber warning signal lights are



flashing. The driver shall bring the vehicle to a complete stop no closer than fifteen feet from the
school bus when it is stopped and the stop arm is extended, and the vehicle shall remain stopped
until the stop arm is retracted and the school bus resumes motion.

4. The driver of a vehicle upon a highway providing two or more lanes in each direction need not
stop upon meeting a school bus which is traveling in the opposite direction even though the school
bus is stopped.

25.321.373 to 25.321.380 reserved.

SAFETY STANDARDS

25.321.381 Movement of unsafe or improperly equipped vehicles.

It is a misdemeanor, punishable as provided in section 321.482, for any person to drive or move or
for the owner to cause or knowingly permit to be driven or moved on any highway any vehicle or
combination of vehicles which is in such unsafe condition as to endanger any person, or which does
not contain those parts or is not at all times equipped with such lamps and other equipment in proper
condition and adjustment as required in this chapter, or which is equipped with one or more unsafe
tires or which is equipped in any manner in violation of this chapter.

25.321.382 Upgrade pulls—minimum speed.

A motor vehicle or combination of vehicles, which cannot proceed up a three percent grade, on dry
concrete pavement, at a minimum speed of twenty miles per hour, shall not be operated upon the
highways of this state.

25.321.383 Exceptions—slow vehicles identified.

1. This chapter with respect to equipment on vehicles does not apply to implements of husbandry,
road machinery, bulk spreaders and other fertilizer and chemical equipment defined as special
mobile equipment, road rollers, or farm tractors except as made applicable in this section. However,
the movement of implements of husbandry between the retail seller and a farm purchaser or from
farm site to farm site or the movement of indivisible implements of husbandry between the place of
manufacture and a retail seller or farm purchaser under section 321.453 is subject to safety rules
adopted by the department. The safety rules shall prohibit the movement of any power unit towing
more than one implement of husbandry from the manufacturer to the retail seller, from the retail
seller to the farm purchaser, or from the manufacturer to the farm purchaser.

2. When operated on a highway in this state at a speed of thirty miles per hour or less, every farm
tractor, or tractor with towed equipment, self-propelled implement of husbandry, road construction
or maintenance vehicle, road grader, horse-drawn vehicle, or any other vehicle principally designed
for use off the highway and any such tractor, implement, vehicle, or grader when manufactured for
sale or sold at retail after December 31, 1971, shall be identified with a reflective device in
accordance with the standards of the American society of agricultural engineers; however, this
provision shall not apply to such vehicles when traveling in any escorted parade. The reflective
device shall be visible from the rear. A vehicle other than those specified in this section shall not
display a reflective device. On vehicles operating at speeds above thirty miles per hour, the
reflective device shall be removed or hidden from view.

3. Garbage collection vehicles, when operated on the streets or highways of this state at speeds of



thirty miles per hour or less, may display a reflective device that complies with the standards of the
American society of agricultural engineers. At speeds in excess of thirty miles per hour the device
shall not be visible.

Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be fined as provided in section 805.8,
subsection 2, paragraph "d".

LIGHTING EQUIPMENT

25.321.384 When lighted lamps required.

1. Every motor vehicle upon a highway within the state, at any time from sunset to sunrise, and at
such other times when conditions such as fog, snow, sleet, or rain provide insufficient lighting to
render clearly discernible persons and vehicles on the highway at a distance of five hundred feet
ahead, shall display lighted head lamps as provided in section 321.415, subject to exceptions with
respect to parked vehicles as hereinafter stated.

2. Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared as to the distance from which certain lamps and
devices shall render objects visible or within which such lamps or devices shall be visible, said
provisions shall apply during the times stated in subsection 1 of this section upon a straight level
unlighted highway under normal atmospheric conditions unless a different time or condition is
expressly stated.

25.321.385 Head lamps on motor vehicles.

Every motor vehicle other than a motorcycle or motorized bicycle shall be equipped with at least two
head lamps with at least one on each side of the front of the motor vehicle, which head lamps shall
comply with the requirements and limitations set forth in this chapter.

25.321.386 Head lamps on motorcycles and motorized bicycles.
Every motorcycle and motorized bicycle shall be equipped with at least one and not more than two
head lamps which shall comply with the requirements and limitations of this chapter.

25.321.387 Rear lamps.

Every motor vehicle and every vehicle which is being drawn at the end of a train of vehicles shall be
equipped with a lighted rear lamp or lamps, exhibiting a red light plainly visible from a distance of
five hundred feet to the rear. All lamps and lighting equipment originally manufactured on a motor
vehicle shall be kept in working condition or shall be replaced with equivalent equipment.

25.321.388 Illuminating plates.

Either the rear lamp or a separate lamp shall be so constructed and placed as to illuminate with a
white light the rear registration plate and render it clearly legible from a distance of fifty feet to the
rear. When the rear registration plate is illuminated by an electric lamp other than the required rear
lamp, the two lamps shall be turned on or off only by the same control switch at all times when head
lamps are lighted.

25.321.389 Reflector requirement.
Every new motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer hereafter sold and every commercial vehicle hereafter
operated on a highway shall also carry at the rear, either as a part of the rear lamp or separately, a red



reflector meeting the requirements of this chapter.

25.321.390 Reflector requirements.

Whenever a red reflector is required or permitted to be used in substitution of lamps upon a vehicle
under any one of the provisions of this chapter, such reflector shall be mounted upon the vehicle at a
height not to exceed forty-two inches nor less than twenty inches above the ground upon which the
vehicle stands, and every such reflector shall be so designed and maintained as to be visible at ni ght
from all distances within three hundred feet to fifty feet from such vehicle, except that on a
commercial vehicle the reflector shall be visible from all distances within five hundred feet to fifty
feet from such vehicle when directly in front of a motor vehicle displaying lawfully lighted head
lamps as provided in section 321.409.

25.321.391 reserved.

25.321.392 Clearance and identification lights.

Every motor truck, and every trailer or semitrailer of over three thousand pounds gross weight, shall
be equipped with the following lighting devices and reflectors in addition to other requirements of
this chapter, and such devices shall be lighted at the times mentioned in section 321.384.

1. Every motor truck, whatever its size shall have the following:

On each side, one reflector, at or near the rear; and

On the rear, two reflectors, one at each side.

2. Every motor truck, eighty inches or more in width shall have the following in addition to the
requirements of subsection 1:

a. If thirty feet or less in over-all length—

On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side; and

On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each side.

b. If more than thirty feet in overall length—

On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side;

On each side, two side-marker lamps, one at or near the front, and one at or near the rear, and an
additional reflector at or near the front; and

On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each side.

3. Every truck tractor or road tractor shall have the following:

On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side if the tractor cab is as wide as, or wider than, the
widest part of the vehicle or vehicles towed;

On each side, one side-marker lamp at or near the front; and

On the rear, one tail lamp.

4. Every trailer or semitrailer having a gross weight in excess of three thousand pounds shall have
the following:

On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side, if the trailer is wider in its widest part than the
cab of the vehicle towing it;

On each side, one side-marker lamp at or near the rear; two reflectors, one at or near the front and
one at or near the rear; and

On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each side; one stop light; one tail lamp; and two reflectors,
one at each side.

5. Every motor truck or combination of motor truck and trailer having a length in excess of thirty



feet or a width in excess of eighty inches shall be equipped with three identification lights on both
front and rear. Each such group shall be evenly spaced not less than six nor more than twelve inches
apart along a horizontal line near the top of the vehicle.

25.321.393 Color and mounting.

A lighting device or reflector, when mounted on or near the front of a motor truck or trailer, except a
school bus, shall not display any other color than white, yellow, or amber.

No lighting device or reflector, when mounted on or near the rear of any motor truck or trailer, shall
display any other color than red, except that the stop light may be red, yellow, or amber.
Clearance lamps shall be mounted on the permanent structure of the vehicle in such manner as to
indicate the extreme width of the vehicle or its load.

The provisions of this section shall not prohibit the use of a lighting device or reflector displaying an
amber light when such lighting device or reflector is mounted on a motor truck, trailer, tractor, or
motor grader owned by the state, or any political subdivision of the state, or any municipality therein,
while such equipment is being used for snow removal, sanding, maintenance, or repair of the public
streets or highways.

25.321.394 Lamp or flag on projecting load.

Whenever the load upon any vehicle extends to the rear four feet or more beyond the bed or body of
such vehicle there shall be displayed at the extreme rear end of the load, at the times specified in
section 321.384, a red light or lantern plainly visible from a distance of at least five hundred feet to
the sides and rear. The red light or lantern required under this section shall be in addition to the red
rear light required upon every vehicle. At any other time there shall be displayed at the extreme rear
end of such load a red flag or cloth not less than sixteen inches square.

25.321.395 Lamps on parked vehicles.

Whenever a vehicle is parked or stopped upon a roadway or shoulder adjacent to the roadway,
outside of a business district whether attended or unattended during the times mentioned in section
321.384, such vehicle shall be equipped with one or more lamps which shall exhibit a white or
amber light on the roadway side visible from a distance of five hundred feet to the front of such
vehicle and a red light visible from a distance of five hundred feet to the rear, except that local
authorities may provide by ordinance or resolution that no lights need be displayed upon any such
vehicle when stopped or parked in accordance with local parking regulations upon a highway where
there is sufficient light to reveal any person or object within a distance of five hundred feet upon
such highway. Any lighted head lamps upon a parked vehicle shall be depressed or dimmed.

25.321.396 reserved.

25.321.397 Lamps on bicycles.

Every bicycle shall be equipped with a lamp on the front exhibiting a white light, at the times
specified in section 321.384, visible from a distance of at least three hundred feet to the front and
with a lamp on the rear exhibiting a red light visible from a distance of three hundred feet to the rear;
except that a red reflector may be used in lieu of a rear light. A peace officer riding a police bicycle
is not required to use either front or rear lamps if duty so requires.



25.321.398 Lamps on other vehicles and equipment.

All vehicles, including animal-drawn vehicles and including those referred to in sectlon 321.383 not
hereinbefore specifically required to be equipped with lamps, shall at the times specified in section
321.384 be equipped with at least one lighted lamp or lantern exhibiting a white light visible from a
distance of five hundred feet to the front of such vehicle and, except for animal-drawn vehicles, with
a lamp or lantern exhibiting a red light visible from a distance of five hundred feet to the rear.
Animal-drawn vehicles shall be equipped with a flashing amber light visible from a distance of five
hundred feet to the rear of the vehicle during the time specified in section 321.384.

25.321.399 to 25.321.401 reserved.

25.321.402 Spot lamps.

Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed one spot lamp and every lighted spot lamp
shall be so aimed and used upon approaching another vehicle that no part of the high-intensity
portion of the beam will be directed to the left of the prolongation of the extreme left side of the
vehicle nor more than one hundred feet ahead of the vehicle.

25.321.403 Auxiliary driving lamps.

Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed three auxiliary driving lamps mounted on the
front at a height not less than twelve inches nor more than forty-two inches above the level surface
upon which the vehicle stands, and every such auxiliary driving lamp or lamps shall meet the
requirements and limitations set forth in this chapter.

25.321.404 Signal lamps and signal devices.

Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a signal lamp or signal device which is so constructed
and located on the vehicle as to give a signal of intention to stop, which shall be red or yellow in
color, which signal shall be plainly visible and understandable in normal sunlight and at night from a
distance of one hundred feet to the rear but shall not project a glaring or dazzling light.

25.321.405 to 25.321.408 reserved.

25.321.409 Mandatory lighting equipment.

Except as hereinafter provided, the head lamps or the auxiliary driving lamp or the auxiliary passing
lamp or combination thereof on motor vehicles other than motorcycles or motorized bicycles shall be
so arranged that the driver may select at will between distributions of light projected to different
elevations and the lamps may, in addition, be so arranged that selection can be made automatically,
subject to the following limitations:

1. There shall be an uppermost distribution of light, or composite beam, so aimed and of sufficient
intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least three hundred fifty feet ahead for all
conditions.

2. There shall be a lowermost distribution of light, or composite beam so aimed and of sufficient
intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least one hundred feet ahead. On a straight
level road under any condition of loading none of the high-intensity portion of the beam shall be
directed to strike the eyes of an approaching driver.

3. Every new motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle or motorized bicycle which has multiple-beam



road-lighting equipment shall be equipped with a beam indicator, which shall be lighted whenever
the uppermost distribution of light from the head lamps is in use, and shall not otherwise be lighted.
The indicator shall be so designed and located that when lighted it will be readily visible without
glare to the driver of the vehicle.

25.321.410 to 25.321.414 reserved.

25.321.415 Required usage of lighting devices.
Whenever a motor vehicle is being operated on a roadway or shoulder during the times specifiedin
section 321.384, the driver shall use a distribution of light, or composite beam, directed high enough
and of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a safe distance in advance of the vehicle,
subject to the following requirements and limitations:

1. Whenever a driver of a vehicle approaches an oncoming vehicle within one thousand feet, the
driver shall use a distribution of light, or composite beam, so aimed that the glaring rays are not
projected into the eyes of the oncoming driver. The lowermost distribution of light, or composite
beam, specified in section 321.409, subsection 2, shall be deemed to avoid glare at all times,
regardless of road contour and loading.

2. Whenever the driver of a vehicle follows another vehicle within four hundred feet to the rear,
except when engaged in the act of overtaking and passing, the driver shall use a distribution of light
permissible under this chapter other than the uppermost distribution of light specified in section
321.409, subsection 1.

3. The provisions of subsections 1 and 2 do not apply to motorcycles or motorized bicycles being
operated between sunrise and sunset.

25.321.416 to 25.321.418 reserved.

25.321.419 Number of driving lamps required or permitted.

At all times specified in section 321.384 at least two lighted lamps, except where one only is
permitted, shall be displayed, one on each side at the front of every motor vehicle except when such
vehicle is parked subject to the regulations governing lights on parked vehicles.

25.321.420 Number of lamps lighted.

Whenever a motor vehicle equipped with head lamps as herein required is also equipped with any
auxiliary lamps or a spot lamp or any other lamp on the front thereof projecting a beam of an
intensity greater than three hundred candlepower, not more than a total of four of any such lamps on
the front of a vehicle shall be lighted at any one time when upon a highway.

25.321.421 Special restrictions on lamps.

Any lighted lamp or illuminating device upon a motor vehicle other than head lamps, spot lamps, or
auxiliary driving lamps which projects a beam of light of an intensity greater than three hundred
candlepower shall be so directed that no part of the beam will strike the level of the roadway on
which the vehicle stands at a distance of more than seventy-five feet from the vehicle.

25.321.422 Red light in front.
No person shall drive or move any vehicle or equipment upon any highway with any lamp or device
thereon displaying or reflecting a red light visible from directly in front thereof. This section shall



not apply to authorized emergency vehicles, or school buses and vehicles as provided in section
321.423, subsection 6. No person shall display any color of light other than red on the rear of any
vehicle, except that stop lights and directional signals may be red, yellow, or amber.

25.321.423 Flashing lights.

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

a. "Emergency medical care provider" means as defined in section 147A.1.

b. "Fire department" means a paid or volunteer fire protection service provided by a benefited fire
district under chapter 357B or by a county, municipality or township, or a private corporate
organization that has a valid contract to provide fire protection service for a benefited fire district,
county, municipality, township or governmental agency.

c. "Member" means a person who is a member in good standing of a fire department or a person
who is an emergency medical care provider employed by an ambulance, rescue, or first response
service.

2. Prohibited lights. A flashing light on or in a motor vehicle is prohibited except as follows:

a. On an authorized emergency vehicle.

b. On a vehicle as a means of indicating a right or left turn, a mechanical failure, or an emergency
stop or intent to stop.

c. On amotor vehicle used by a rural mail carrier when stopping or stopped on or near a highway in
the process of delivering mail, if such a light is any shade of color between white and amber and if it
is mounted as a dome light on the roof of the vehicle.

d. Ona vehicle being operated under an excess size permit issued under chapter 321E.

€. A flashing blue light on a vehicle upon which a blue light is permitted pursuant to subsection 3 of
this section.

f. A flashing white light is permitted on a vehicle pursuant to subsection 7.

g A white flashing strobe light mounted on a school bus as permitted under section 321.373,
subsection 7.

3. Bluelight. A blue light shall not be used on any vehicle except for the following:

a. A vehicle owned or exclusively operated by a fire department.

b. A vehicle authorized by the chief of the fire department if the vehicle is owned by a member of
the fire department, the request for authorization is made by the member on forms provided by the
department, and necessity for authorization is demonstrated in the request.

4. Expiration of authority. The authorization shall expire at midnight on the thirty-first day of
December five years from the year in which it was issued, or when the vehicle is no longer owned by
the member, or when the member has ceased to be an active member of the fire department or of an
ambulance, rescue, or first response service, or when the member has used the blue or white light
beyond the scope of its authorized use. A person issued an authorization under subsection 3,
paragraph "b", shall return the authorization to the fire chief upon expiration or upon a determination
by the fire chief or the department that the authorization should be revoked. v

5. When used. The certificate of authorization shall be carried at all times with the certificate of
registration of the authorized vehicle and the operator of the vehicle shall not illuminate the blue or
white light except in any of the following circumstances: '

a. When the member is en route to the scene of a fire or is responding to an emergency in the line of
duty requiring the services of the member.

b. When the authorized vehicle is transporting a person requiring emergency care.

c. When the authorized vehicle is at the scene of an emergency.



d. The use of the blue or white light in or on a private motor vehicle shall be for identification

purposes only.

6. Amber flashing light. A farm tractor, farm tractor with towed equipment, self-propelled

implement of husbandry, road construction or maintenance vehicle, road grader, or other vehicle

principally designed for use offthe highway which, when operated on a primary or secondary road, is

operated at a speed of twenty-five miles an hour or less, shall be equipped with and display an amber

flashing light visible from the rear at any time from sunset to sunrise. Ifthe amber flashing light is

obstructed by the towed equipment, the towed equipment shall also be equipped with and display an

amber flashing light as required under this subsection. All vehicles specified in this subsection

which are manufactured for sale or sold in this state shall be equipped with an amber flashing lightin

accordance with the standards of the American society of agricultural engineers.

7. Flashing white light. Except as provided in section 321.373, subsection 7, and subsection 2,

paragraph "c" of this section, a flashing white light shall only be used on a vehicle in the following

circumstances:

a. On a vehicle owned or exclusively operated by an ambulance, rescue, or first response service.
- On a vehicle authorized by the director of public health when all of the following apply:

(1) The vehicle is owned by a member of an ambulance, rescue, or first response service.

(2) Therequest for authorization is made by the member on forms provided by the Iowa department

of public health.

(3) Necessity for authorization is demonstrated in the request.

(4) The head of an ambulance, rescue, or first response service certifies that the member is in good

standing and recommends that the authorization be granted.

¢. On an authorized emergency vehicle, 4

The Jowa department of public health shall adopt rules to establish issuance standards, including

allowing local emergency medical service providers to issue certificates of authorization, and shall

adopt rules to establish certificate of authorization revocation procedures.

25.321.424 to 25.321.429 reserved.
BRAKES, HITCHES, AND SWAY CONTROL

25.321.430 Brake, hitch and control requirements.

1. Every motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle, or motorized bicycle, when operated upon a
highway shall be equipped with brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and hold
such vehicle, including two separate means of applying the brakes, each of which means shall be
effective to apply the brakes to at least two wheels, If these two separate means of applying the
brakes are connected in any way, they shall be so constructed that failure of any one part of the
operating mechanism shall not leave the motor vehicle without brakes on at least two wheels.

2. Every motorcycle and motorized bicycle, when operated upon a highway, shall be equipped with
at least one brake, which may be operated by hand or foot.

3. Every trailer or semitrailer of a gross weight of three thousand pounds or more, and every trailer
coach or travel trailer of a gross weight of three thousand pounds or more intended for use for human
habitation, when operated on the highways of this state, shall be equipped with brakes adequate to
control the movement of and to stop and hold such vehicle, and so designed as to be applied by the
driver of the towing motor vehicle from its cab, or with self-actuating brakes, and weight equalizing



hitch with a sway control. Every semitrailer, travel trailer, or trailer coach of a gross weight of three
thousand pounds or more shall be equipped with a separate, auxiliary means of applying the brakes
on the semitrailer, travel trailer, or trailer coach from the cab of the towing vehicle. Trailers or
semitrailers with a truck or truck tractor need only comply with the brake requirements.

4. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, every new motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer
hereafter sold in this state and operated upon the highways shall be equipped with service brakes
upon all wheels of every such vehicle with the following exceptions:

a. Any motorcycle or motorized bicycle.

b. Any trailer or semitrailer of less than three thousand pounds gross weight need not be equipped
with brakes. .

¢. Trucks and truck tractors equipped with three or more axles and manufactured before J uly 25,
1980, need not have brakes on the front wheels, except that such vehicles equipped with two or more
front axles shall be equipped with brakes on at least one of the axles; however, the service brakes of
the vehicle shall comply with the performance requirements of section 321.431.

d. Only such brakes on the vehicle or vehicles being towed in a driveaway-towaway operation need
be operative as may be necessary to insure compliance by the combination of vehicles with the
performance requirements of section 321.431. The term "driveaway-towaway" operation as used in
this subsection means any operation in which any motor vehicle or motor vehicles, new or used,
constitute the commodity being transported, when one set or more of wheels of any such motor
vehicle or motor vehicles are on the roadway during the course of transportation, whether or not any
such motor vehicle furnishes the motive power.

25.321.431 reserved.
MISCELLANEOUS EQUIPMENT

25.321.432 Horns and warning devices.

Every motor vehicle when operated upon a highway shall be equipped with a horn in good working
order and capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less than
two hundred feet, but no horn or other warning device shall emit an unreasonably loud or harsh
sound or a whistle. The driver of a motor vehicle shall when reasonably necessary to insure safe
operation give audible warning with the horn but shall not otherwise use such horn when upon a

highway. '

25.321.433 Sirens, whistles, and bells prohibited. .

A vehicle shall not be equipped with and a person shall not use upon a vehicle any siren, whistle, or
bell, except as otherwise permitted in this section. It is permissible but not required that any
commercial vehicle be equipped with a theft alarm signal device which is so arranged that it cannot
be used by the driver as an ordinary waming signal. Any authorized emergency vehicle may be
equipped with a siren, whistle, or bell capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions
from a distance of not less than five hundred feet, but the siren, whistle, or bell shall not be used
except when the vehicle is operated in response to an emergency call or in the immediate pursuit of
an actual or suspected violator of the law, and the driver of the vehicle shall sound the siren, whistle,
or bell when necessary to wamn pedestrians and other drivers of the approach of the vehicle.



25.321.434 Bicycle sirens or whistles.
A bicycle shall not be equipped with and a person shall not use upon a bicycle any siren or whistle,
This section shall not apply to bicycles ridden by peace officers in the line of duty.

25.321.435 reserved.

258.321.436 Mufflers, prevention of noise,
Every motor vehicle shall at al] times be equipped with a muffler in good working order and in
constant operation to prevent excessive or unusual noise and annoying smoke, and no person shall

use a muffler cutout, by-pass or similar device upon a motor vehicle on a highway.

25.321.437 Mirrors.

horizontal and vertical directions to view the rearward scene.
Notwithstanding this chapter or chapter 321E, a combination of vehicles coupled together which is

25.321.438 Windshields and windows.

1. A person shall not drive a motor vehicle equipped with a windshield, sidewings, or side or rear
windows which do not permit clear vision.

2. A person shall not operate on the highway a motor vehicle equipped with a front windshield, a
side window to the immediate right or left of the driver, ora side-wing forward of and to the left or

shall apply to violations of this subsection.
3. Every motor vehicle e€xcept a motorcycle, or a vehicle included in the provisions of section
321.383 or section 321.115 shall be equipped with a windshield in accordance with section 321.444.

25.321.439 Windshield wipers.

The windshield on every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a device for cleaning rain, snow, or
other moisture from the windshield, which device shall be S0 constructed as to be controlled or
operated by the driver of the vehicle.



25.321.440 Restrictions as to tire equipment.

Every solid rubber tire on a vehicle shall have rubber on its entire traction surface at least one inch
thick above the edge of the flange of the entire periphery. Any pneumatic tire on a vehicle shall be
considered unsafe if it has:

1. Any part of the ply or cord exposed;

2. Any bump, bulge or separation;

3. A tread design depth of less than one-sixteenth of an inch measured in any two or more adjacent
tread grooves, exclusive of tie bars or, for those tires with tread wear indicators, worn to the level of
* the tread wear indicators in any two tread grooves;

4. A marking "not for highway use", "for racing purposes only", "unsafe for highway use";

5. Tread or sidewall cracks, cuts or snags deep enough to expose the body cord;

6. Such other conditions as may be reasonably demonstrated to render it unsafe;

7. Beenregrooved or recut below the original tread design depth, excepting special tires which have
extra under tread rubber and are identified as such, or if a pneumatic tire was originally designed
without grooves or tread.

25.321.441 Metal tires prohibited.
No person shall operate or move on a paved highway any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer having
any metal tire or metal track in contact with the roadway.

25.321.442 Projections on wheels.

No tire on a vehicle moved on a highway shall have on its periphery any block, stud, flange, cleat, or
spike or any other protuberances of any material other than rubber which projects beyond the tread of
the traction surface of the tire except that it shall be permissible to use:

1. Farm machinery with tires having protuberances which will not injure the highway.

2. Tire chains of reasonable proportions upon any vehicle when required for safety because of snow,
ice, or other conditions tending to cause a vehicle to skid.

3. Pneumatic tires with inserted ice grips or tire studs projecting not more than one-sixteenth inch
beyond the tread of the traction surface of the tire upon any vehicle from November 1 of each year to
April 1 of the following year, except that a school bus and fire department emergency apparatus may
use such tires at any time.

25.321.443 reserved.

25.321.444 Safety glass.

1. No person shall sell any new motor vehicle nor shall any motor vehicle, manufactured since July
1, 1935, be registered, or operated unless such vehicle is equipped with safety glass wherever glass is
used in doors, windows, and windshields. Replacements of glass in doors, windows, or windshields
shall be of safety glass.

2. "Safety glass" means any product composed of glass, so manufactured, fabricated, or treated as
substantially to prevent shattering and flying of the glass when struck or broken. Safety glass and
glazing materials shall comply with federal motor vehicle safety standard number 205 as published
in 49 C.F.R. § 571.205.

25.321.445 Safety belts and safety harnesses—use required.



This subsection does not apply to:

a. The driver or front seat occupants of a motor vehicle which is not required to be equipped with
safety belts or safety hamnesses,

b. The driver and front seat occupants of a motor vehicle who are actively engaged in work which
requires them to alight from and reenter the vehicle at frequent intervals,vproviding the vehicle does
not exceed twenty-five miles per hour between stops.

¢. The driver of a motor vehicle while performing duties as a rural letter carrier for the United States
postal service. This exemption applies only between the first delivery point after leaving the post
- office and the last delivery point before returning to the post office.

d. Passengers on a bus,

€. A person possessing a written certification from a health care provider licensed under chapter 148,
150, 150A, or 151 on a form provided by the department that the person is unable to wear a safety
belt or. safety harness due to physical or medical reasons. The certification shall specify the time

time a new certification may be issued unless the certifying health care provider is from a United
States military facility, in which case the certificate may specify a longer period of time or a
permanent exemption.

f. Front seat occupants of an authorized emergency vehicle while they are being transported in an
emergency. However, this exemption does not apply to the driver of the authorized emergency
vehicle.

During the six-month period from July 1, 1986 through December 31, 1986, peace officers shall
issue only warning citations for violations of this subsection, except this does not apply to drivers
subject to the federal motor carrier safety regulation 49 C.F.R. § 392.16.

The department, in cooperation with the department of public safety and the department of
education, shall establish educational programs to foster compliance with the safety belt and safety
hamess usage requirements of this subsection.

3. The driver and front seat passengers may be each charged separately for improperly used or
nonused equipment under subsection 2. The owner of the motor vehicle may be charged for
equipment violations under subsection 1. A

4. a. The nonuse of a safety belt or safety harness by a person is not admissible or material as
evidence in a civil action brought for damages in a cause of action arising prior to J uly 1, 1986.

b. In a cause of action arising on or after July 1, 1986, brought to recover damages arising out of the
ownership or operation of a motor vehicle, the failure to wear a safety belt or safety hamess in
violation of this section shall not be considered evidence of comparative fault under section 668.3,
subsection 1. However, except as provided in section 321 446, subsection 6, the failure to wear a
safety belt or safety hamess in violation of this section may be admitted to mitigate damages, but



only under the following circumstances:

(1) Parties seeking to introduce evidence of the failure to wear a safety belt or safety harness in
violation of this section must first introduce substantial evidence that the failure to wear a safety belt
or safety harness contributed to the injury or injuries claimed by the plaintiff.

(2) If the evidence supports such a finding, the trier of fact may find that the plaintiff's failure to
wear a safety belt or safety hamness in violation of this section contributed to the plaintiff's claimed
injury or injuries, and may reduce the amount of plaintiff's recovery by an amount not to exceed five
percent of the damages awarded after any reductions for comparative fault.

5. The department shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A providing exceptions from application
of subsections 1 and 2 for front seats and front seat passengers of motor vehicles owned, leased,
rented, or primarily used by persons with physical disabilities who use collapsible wheelchairs.

25.321.446 Child restraint devices.

1. A child under three years of age who is being transported in a motor vehicle subject to registration
which has a gross weight of ten thousand pounds or less as specified by the manufacturer, except a
school bus or motorcycle, shall be secured during transit by a child restraint system which meets
federal motor vehicle safety standards and the system shall be used in accordance with the
manufacturer’s instructions.

2. A child at least three years of age but under six years of age who is being transported in a motor
vehicle subject to registration which has a gross weight of ten thousand pounds or less as specified
by the manufacturer, except a school bus or motorcycle, shall be secured during transit by either a
child restraint system that meets federal motor vehicle safety standards and is used in accordance
with the manufacturer's instructions, or by a safety belt or safety hamess of a type approved under
section 321.445. :

3. This section does not apply to peace officers acting on official duty. This section also does not
apply to the transportation of children in 1965 model year or older vehicles or authorized emergency
vehicles. This section does not apply to the transportation of a child who has been certified by a
physician licensed under chapter 148, 150, or 150A as having a medical, physical, or mental
condition which prevents or makes inadvisable securing the child in a child restraint system, safety
belt or safety harness.

4. The operator who violates subsection 1 or 2 is guilty of a misdemeanor and subject only to the
penalty provisions of section 805.8, subsection 2, paragraph "x".

5. A person who is first charged for a violation of subsection 1 and who has not purchased or
otherwise acquired a child restraint system shall not be convicted if the person produces in court,
within a reasonable time, proof that the person has purchased or otherwise acquired a child restraint
system which meets federal motor vehicle safety standards.

6. Failure to use a child restraint system, safety belts, or safety harnesses as required by this section
does not constitute negligence nor is the failure admissible as evidence in a civil action.

25.321.447 to 25.321.448 reserved.

25.321.449 Motor carrier safety rules.

A person shall not operate a commercial vehicle on the highways of this state except in compliance
with rules adopted by the department under chapter 17A. The rules shall be consistent with the
federal motor carrier safety regulations promulgated under United States Code, Title 49, and found in



49 C.F.R. § 390-399 and adopted under chapter 17A which rules shall be to a date certain *
Rules adopted under this section concerning driver qualifications, hours of service, and

trucks, other than a truck tractor, operating intrastate. Trucks for hire on construction projects are not
exempt from this section.

Rules adopted under this section concerning driver age qualifications do not apply to drivers for
private and for-hire motor carriers which operate solely intrastate except when the vehicle being
driven is transporting a hazardous material in a quantity which requires placarding. The minimum
age for the exempted intrastate operations is eighteen years of age.

" Notwithstanding - other provisions of this section, rules adopted under this section for drivers of
commercial vehicles shall not apply to a driver of a commercial vehicle who is engaged exclusively
in intrastate commerce, when the commercial vehicle's gross vehicle weight rating is 26,000 pounds
or less, unless the vehicle is used to transport hazardous materials requiring a placard or if the

for hire and who is engaged exclusively in intrastate commerce, may drive twelve hours, be on duty
sixteen hours in a twenty-four hour period and be on duty seventy hours in seven consecutive days or
eighty hours in ej ght consecutive days. A driver-salesperson means as definedin49 CF.R. §395.2,
adopted as of a specific date by the department by rule.*

Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, rules adopted under this section concerning
physical and medical qualifications for drivers of commercial vehicles engaged in intrastate
commerce shall not be construed as disqualifying any individual who was employed as a driver of
commercial vehicles engaged in intrastate commerce whose physical or medical condition existed
prior to July 29, 1996,

Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, rules adopted under this section concerning
physical and medical qualifications for a driver shall not apply to a farmer or a farmer's hired help

Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, rules adopted under this section concerning
physical and medical qualifications for a driver shall not apply to a farmer or a farmer’s hired help
when operating a vehicle owned by the farmer while it is being used in connection with the intrastate
transportation of agricultural commodities or feed.

Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, rules adopted under this section shall not impose
any requirements which impose any restrictions upon a person operating an implement of husbandry



vehicle weight rating of the towing unit is ten thousand pounds or less and the gross combination
weight rating is twenty-six thousand pounds or less.

25.321.450 Hazardous materials transportation regulations.

A person shall not transport or have transported or shipped within this state any hazardous material
except in compliance with rules adopted by the department under chapter 17A. The rules shall be
consistent with the federal hazardous materials regulations adopted under United States Code, Title
49, and found in 49 C.F.R. § 107, 171 to 173, 177, 178, and 180. _
Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, rules adopted under this section concerning
physical and medical qualifications for drivers of commercial vehicles engaged in intrastate
commerce shall not be construed as disqualifying any individual who was employed as a driver of
commercial vehicles engaged in intrastate commerce, and whose physical or medical condition
existed, prior to July 29, 1996.

Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, or the age requirements under section 321.449, the
age requirements under section 321.449 and the rules adopted under this section pertaining to
compliance with regulations adopted under United States Code, Title 49, and found in 49 C.F.R. §
177.804, shall not apply to retail dealers of fertilizers, petroleum products, and pesticides and their
employees while delivering fertilizers, petroleum products, and pesticides to farm customers withina
one-hundred-mile radius of their retail place of business.

Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, rules adopted under this section shall not apply to a
farmer or employees of a farmer when transporting an agricultural hazardous material between the
sites in the farmer's agricultural operations unless the material is being transported on the interstate
highway system. As used in this paragraph, "farmer" means a person engaged in the production or
raising of crops, poultry, or livestock; "farmer" does not include a person who is a commercial
applicator of agricultural chemicals or fertilizers.

25.321.451 to 25.321.453 reserved.

25.321.454 Width of vehicles.

The total outside width of any vehicle or the load on the vehicle shall not exceed eight feet except
that a motor home, commercial motor vehicle, motor truck or trailer hauling grain or livestock, travel
trailer, fifth-wheel travel trailer, or bus having a total outside width not exceeding eight feet six
inches, exclusive of safety equipment, is exempt from the permit requirements of chapter 321E and
may be operated on the public highways of the state. However, if hay, straw, or stover is moved on
any implement of husbandry and the total width of load of the implement of husbandry exceeds eight
feet in width, the implement of husbandry is not subject to the permit requirements of chapter 321E.
If hay, straw, or stover is moved on any other vehicle subject to registration, the moves are subject to
the permit requirements for transporting loads exceeding eight feet in width as required under
chapter 321E.

25.321.455 Projecting loads on passenger vehicles.

No passenger-type vehicle shall be operated on any highway with any load carried thereon extending
beyond the line of the fenders on the left side of such vehicle nor extending more than six inches
beyond the line of the fenders on the right side thereof. Passengers shall not ride on any part of any
vehicle unless it is expressly designed either for passenger use or designed for carrying livestock,
merchandise, or freight.



25.321.456 Height of vehicles—permits—exemption.

A vehicle unladen or with load shall not exceed a height of thirteen feet, six inches, except by permit
as provided in this section. However, a vehicle or combination of vehicles coupled together and
used exclusively for the transportation of passenger vehicles, light delivery trucks, panel delivery
trucks, pickup trucks, or recreational vehicle chassis may operate without a permit provided that the
height of the vehicle or vehicles coupled together does not exceed fourteen feet. This section shall
not be construed to require any railroad or public authorities to provide sufficient vertical clearance
to permit the operation of such vehicle upon the highways of this state. Any damage to highways,
highway or railroad structures or underpasses caused by the height of any vehicle provided for by this
section shall be borne by the operator or owner of the vehicle. Vehicles unladen or with load
exceeding a height of thirteen feet, six inches but not exceeding fourteen feet may be operated with a
permit issued by the department or jurisdictional local authorities. The permits shall be issued
annually for a fee of twenty-five dollars and subject to rules adopted by the department. The state or
a political subdivision shall not be liable for damage to any vehicle or its cargo if changes in vertical
clearance of a structure are made subsequent to the issuance of a permit during the term of the permit

25.321.457 Maximum length.

1. A combination of four vehicles is not allowed on the highways of this state, except for power
units saddle mounted on other power units which shall be restricted to a maximum overall length of
seventy-five feet. 4

2. The maximum length of any motor vehicle or combination of vehicles operated on the highways
of this state is as follows:

a. A single truck, unladen or with load, shall not have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear
bumpers, in excess of forty feet.

When determining the overall length of a single truck, the following shall be excluded:

(1) Cargo extending not more than three feet beyond the front bumper and not more than four feet
beyond the rear bumper when transporting motor vehicles, boats, and chassis.

(2) Anunladen cargo carrying device extending no greater than twenty-four inches from the rear of
the bed of the truck. '

(3) A cargo carrying device with load.

b. A single bus shall not have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in excess of
forty-five feet, except that buses constructed so as to contain a flexible part allowing articulation
shall not exceed sixty-one feet.

c. A mobile home not in excess of forty-eight feet in length may be drawn by any motor vehicle,
except a motor truck, provided that the mobile home and its towing unit are not in excess of an
overall length of sixty feet. For the purposes of this subsection, a light delivery truck, panel delivery
truck, or "pickup” is not a motor truck. A portable livestock loading chute not in excess of a length
of thirteen feet including its hitch or tongue may be drawn by any vehicle or combination of vehicles,
provided that the vehicle or combination of vehicles drawing the loading chute is not in excess of the
legal length provided for such vehicles or combinations.

d. A combination of three vehicles coupled together one of which is a motor vehicle, unladen or
with load, other than a truck tractor, shall not have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear
bumpers, in excess of sixty feet.

e. A motor vehicle or combination of vehicles may be operated upon the highways of this state,
irrespective of the length and weight limitations imposed by the laws of this state, if the motor



vehicle or combination of vehicles is operated within the corporate limits of a city abutting a border
of this state and such operations have been approved by ordinance of the city council and if the
length and weight of the motor vehicle or combination of vehicles is in conformity with the laws
relating to length and weight of the abutting state. If a city council has authorized such operation
upon highways within the corporate limits, then the limit of travel for such motor vehicles or
combination of vehicles within the state is extended to the commercial zones as described by federal
regulations concerning interstate commerce, 49 C.F.R. § 1048.101, and to the interstate system as
provided in 23 U.S.C. § 127 and 49 US.C. § 31112(c), as amended by Pub. L. No. 104-59.

f. A trailer or semitrailer, laden or unladen, shall not have an overall length in excess of fifty-three
feet when operating in a truck tractor-semitrailer combination exclusive of retractable extensions
used to support the load. However, when a trailer or semitrailer is used exclusively for the
transportation of passenger vehicles, light delivery trucks, panel delivery trucks, pickup trucks,
recreational vehicle chassis, or boats, the load carried on the trailer or semitrailer may extend up to
three feet beyond the front bumper and .up to four feet beyond the rear bumper of the trailer or
semitrailer.

g A trailer or semitrailer, laden or unladen, shall not have an overall length in excess of
twenty-eight feet six inches when operating in a truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination or truck
tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination. When the semitrailers in a truck
tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination are connected by a rigid frame extension including a
fifth-wheel connection point attached to the rear frame of the first semitrailer, the length of the frame
extension shall not be included when determining the overall length of the first semitrailer.

h. Power units designed to carry cargo, when used in combination with a trailer or semitrailer shall
not exceed sixty-five feet in overall length for the combination exclusive of retractable extensions
used to support the load. However, if a combination of vehicles is used exclusively for the
transportation of passenger vehicles, light delivery trucks, panel delivery trucks, pickup trucks,
recreational vehicle chassis, or boats, the load may extend up to three feet beyond the front bumper
of the power unit and up to four feet beyond the rear bumper of the trailer or semitrailer.

1. A stinger-steered automobile transporter shall not have an overall length exceeding seventy-five
feet, exclusive of retractable extensions used to support the load and all other devices or
appurtenances related to the safe and efficient operation of the vehicle, except that the load may
extend up to three feet beyond the front bumper and up to four feet beyond the rear bumper.

3. Fire fighting apparatus and vehicles operated during daylight hours when transporting poles, pipe,
machinery, or other objects of a structural nature which cannot be readily disassembled when
required for emergency repair of public service facilities or properties are not subject to the
limitations on overall length of vehicles and combinations of vehicles imposed under this section.
However, for operation during nighttime hours, these vehicles and the load being transported shall be
equipped with a sufficient number of clearance lamps on both sides and marker lamps at the extreme
ends of the projecting load to clearly mark the dimensions of the load. A member of the Iowa state
patrol shall also be notified prior to the operation of the vehicle.

25.321.458 Loading beyond front.

The load upon any vehicle operated alone, or the load upon the front vehicle of a combination of
vehicles, shall not extend more than three feet beyond the front wheels of such vehicle or the front
bumper of such vehicle if it is equipped with such a bumper.

25.321.459 reserved.



25.321.460 Spilling loads on highways.

A vehicle shall not be driven or moved on any highway by any person unless such vehicle is so
constructed or loaded or the load securely covered as to prevent any of its load from dropping,
sifting, leaking, or otherwise escaping or its load covering from dropping from the vehicle, except
that sand may be dropped for the purpose of securing traction, or water or other substance may be
sprinkled on a roadway in cleaning or maintaining such roadway. The provisions of this section shall
not apply to vehicles loaded with hay or stover or the products listed in section 321.466, subsections
5and 6.

25.321.461 Trailers and towed vehicles.

When one vehicle is towing another the drawbar or other connection shall not exceed fifteen feet
from one vehicle to the other except the connection between any two vehicles transporting poles,
pipe, machinery, or other objects of structural nature which cannot readily be dismembered.

If the towing vehicle is a motor truck and the towed vehicle is a single trailer with a single point of
articulation at the hitch connection, the drawbar or other connection shall not exceed twenty-one feet.
The length of the drawbar or other connection shall be measured from the centerline of the hitch
assembly on the towing vehicle to the front of the body of the towed vehicle. A vehicle which has a
drawbar or other connection which measures between fifteen and twenty-one feet in length shall have
at least one yellow reflector visible on each vertical face of the drawbar or other connection, located
near the midpoint between the towing and the towed vehicle. A vehicle which has a drawbar or
other connection which measures between fifteen and twenty-one feet in length shall have affixed to
the rear of the towed vehicle a sign indicating that the vehicle is a towed vehicle.

25.321.462 Drawbars and safety chains.

When one vehicle is towing or pulling another vehicle the drawbar or other connection shall be of
sufficient strength to pull all weight towed thereby and shall be fastened to the frame of the towing
vehicle in such manner as to prevent sidesway, and in addition to such principal connection there
shall be a safety chain which shall be so fastened as to be capable of holding the towed vehicle
should the principal connection for any reason fail.

VALIDITY

25.321.500 Validity. Should any section, sentence, clause or provision of this Ordinance be declared by
a court to be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or the remaining
portions of this Ordinance.

PENALTIES
25.321.600 Penalties. Any person, firm, corporation, partnership or any legal entity who violates this
ordinance shall, upon conviction, be fined not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisoned for
not more than thirty days in lieu of a fine or in addition to a fine.

ENACTMENT AND EFFECTIVE DATE

This enactment shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and adoption as
provided by law.



Passed this _3rd _ day of March » 2003.

_Lneiee oy

Chairman, Worth County"Board of Supervisors
ATTEST:

Kay Clark, )W orth County Auditor




